New  York  Town 
Meeting  sizzles 

Panelists  at  les/gay  forum  on  sex  and  politics 
urge  us  to  claim  our  sexual  identities  and 
expand  our  definitions  of  gay  politics 


By  Alisa  S.  Lebow 

NEW  YORK  —  At  what  moderator  Sue 
Hyde  described  as  “the  hottest  town 
meeting  ever,”  several  panelists  and  over 
200  audience  participants  sweated  out 
hundred-degree  termperatures  to  wrangle 
with  the  topic  of  Sex  and  Politics  on  June 
22.  In  a  third-floor  auditorium  with  little 
cross-ventilation  and  only  one  fan,  the 
debate  became  particularly  heated  and 
tempers  flared  in  an  intense  closing 
question-and-answer  period. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Town  Meeting,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  (NGLTF)  and  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community  Services  Center  of  New 
York,  was  the  second  Town  Meeting  on  the 
subject  in  a  year;  the  first  was  held  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  prior  to  the  National 
March  in  October,  1987. 

The  featured  panelists  in  New  York  were, 
in  order  of  presentation:  Joan  Nestle,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  and 
writer,  Restricted  Country,  Colin  Robin¬ 
son,  writer,  member  of  Other  Countries  col¬ 
lective;  Jewelle  Gomez,  teacher  and  poet, 
Flamingoes  and  Bears ;  and  Richard  Gold¬ 
stein,  Village  Voice  reporter  and  columnist. 
The  moderators  were  Richard  Burns,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  NYC  Lesbian  and  Gay  Communi¬ 
ty  Center,  and  Sue  Hyde,  Privacy  Project 
Director  at  NGLTF. 

On  the  flier  announcing  the  event  two 
seemingly  unrelated  questions  were  posed  as 
riddles:  1)  What  do  the  Helms  Amendment 
[banning  federal  funds  for  explicit  safer  sex 
educational  materials],  [Britain’s  recently- 
enacted  anti-gay]  Clause  28  and  sodomy 
laws  have  in  common?;  and  2)  What  does 
Gay  and  Lesbian  sex  mean  to  us?  While  it 
became  clear  during  the  question  and 
answer  period  that  some  members  of  the  au¬ 
dience  failed  to  see  the  connection  between 
sex  and  politics  even  after  the  panelists  had 
made  their  presentations,  it  can  be  said  that 
each  panelist  in  his/her  way  attempted  to 
address  the  unique  convergence  of  these 
issues  as  they  relate  to  gay  and  lesbian  life. 

Joan  Nestle  spoke  first  in  a  talk  called 
“The  Historical  Imperative  of  Our  Sexuali¬ 
ty.”  She  spoke  movingly  about  the  need  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  to  recognize  that  our 
sexuality  is  indeed  the  center  of  our  iden¬ 
tities.  She  was  the  only  panelist  to  attempt  to 
bridge  the  issues  between  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  in  the  audience  by  speaking  of  our 
commonalities. 

She  said  “at  different  times  in  the  gay 
liberation  movement  we  have  used 
rhetorical  devices  to  call  attention  to  our 
human  wholeness,  ‘we  are  just  like  you,’ 
someTtave  said,  ‘except  for  what  we  do  in 
bed,’  ‘what  we  do  in  private  is  nobody’s 
business’  or  ‘we  are  more  than  our 
sexuality.”’  These  attempts  to  deflect  the 
reductionist  heterosexual  assumption  that 
gay  people  are  identified  by  what  we  do  in 
bed  have  been  repeated  often  enough,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Nestle,  “That  I  think  even  some 
of  us  have  begun  to  believe  them.”  Nestle 


urged  us  to  remember  our  first  homosexual 
kiss,  our  First  fantasy,  to  remember  that 
many  of  us  have  had  to  risk  all  of  our  securi¬ 
ty,  be  it  economic  or  social,  just  to  be  able  to 
love  who  we  want  to  love.  In  the  age  of 
Reagan  there  is  a  tremendous  amount  of 
pressure  to  “retreat  from  sexual  and  social 
expressions  of  gay  desire,”  she  said.  And 
now  is  precisely  the  time  when  we  need  to 
stand  firm,  Nestle  argued.  “Towns,  cities, 
states  and  nations  are  all  trying  to  find  ways 
to  control  our  population.  It  would  be  so 
easy  to  join  the  exodus  from  desire.”  She 
read  from  the  diary  of  a  lesbian  who  came 
out  in  the  1950s  to  remind  us  that 
throughout  history  we  have  risked  life  and 
limb  in  order  to  express  our  sexuality.  “This 
is  how  our  passion  changes  history,  this  is 
our  historical  imperative,  this  is  our  special 
courage,”  she  said. 

Colin  Robinson  was  up  next,  addressing 
the  specific  issues  facing  a  Black  gay  man 
around  sex  and  politics.  He  said  Pride  week 
was  a  reminder  that  “despite  good  inten¬ 
tions  the  organizers  of  our  lesbian  and  gay 
parade  have  a  permanent  political  agenda 
which  places  gender  oppression  above 
race.”  This  prioritization  contibutes  to  an 
alienated  relationship  for  people  of  color 
toward  the  gay/lesbian  mainstream  (read: 
white).  This  alienation  is  augmented,  he 
noted  later,  by  images  of  gay  lifestyle  defin¬ 
ed  in  terms  of  condominiums  and  the  party 
scene  on  Fire  Island. 

He  called  for  the  need  for  Black  gay  men 
and  lesbians  to  determine  for  themselves  the 
terms  of  Black  gay  politics,  to  decide  on 
their  own  leadership,  to  claim  their  own 
issues,  to  define  themselves.  He  said  that  in 
the  Black  community,  gay  sexuality  is  rarely 
discussed,  and  in  the  gay  community,  racism 
eclipses  open  and  unfettered  discourse  on 
sexuality.  “So,  what  about  sex  and  politics 
for  Black  gay  men  as  an  emerging  communi¬ 
ty?”  Robinson  asked.  The  answer  was  very 
complicated.  In  addition  to  an  expressed 
alienation  from  mainstream  gay  culture, 
Robinson  pointed  out  that  there  is  by  no 
means  unity  within  the  Black  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  He  said  a  rift  exists  between 
“miscegenators”  (those  who  are  gay  iden¬ 
tified)  and  “separatists”  (those  who  are 
Black  identified).  Black  gay  men,  according 
to  Robinson,  are  just  beginning  to  name 
their  own  desire,  and  the  definition  of  a 
Black  gay  politic  will  emerge  from  that  pro¬ 
cess. 

Black  gay  male  issues  are  different  from 
their  white  counterparts.  Robinson  asserted 
that  race  issues  take  precedence  for  most 
Black  gay  men,  and  Black  cultural  identity 
informs  their  identity  in  very  specific  ways. 
For  example,  he  said,  residential  segregation 
encourages  a  particular  kind  of  solidarity 
around  race,  as  does  hostility  from  the 
dominant  white  culture.  Black  cultural 
values  —  such  as  social  responsibility 
toward  family  and  community  —  also  rank 
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From  the  Bedroom 
to  the  Marketplace 


A  review  of  Intimate  Matters 
and  an  interview  with 
co-author  Estelle  Freedman 
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Taking  our  bedrooms  to 
the  Court 

D.  C.  activists  stage  ‘sleep-in  *  at  the  Supreme  Court  to 
protest  the  second  anniversary  of  the  Hardwick  decision 

By  John  Zeh 


The  highest  court  in  the  land  has  issued 
to  every  city  and  town 
a  rule  that  we’ll  keep  on  fighting 
Only  this  time  let’s  fight  lying  down... 

Ain’t  no  court  Supreme  enough... 
to  keep  me  from  my  dream 

—  lyrics  from  “The  Supremes,” 
from  the  musical  Ten  Percent  Revue ,  by 
Tom  Wilson  Weinberg 

WASHINGTON  —  Gay  and  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivists,  some  of  whom  ordinarily  work 
“within  the  system”  for  homosexual  rights 
“slept  in”at  the  steps  of  the  Supreme  Court 
here  to  protest  the  tribunal’s  decision  two 
years  ago  upholding  Georgia’s  sodomy  law. 

The  afternoon  guerilla  theater  was  staged 
by  OUT!,  a  lesbian  and  gay  direct  action 
group  founded  seven  months  ago  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  D.C.  Organizing  Committee  of 
the  1987  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights. 

Six  same-sex  couples  of  men  and  women 
stretched  out  on  pink  blankets  and  a  laven¬ 
der  rug  while  three  protesters  dressed  as 
justices  acted  out  rousting  them.  The 
justices  represented  were  William  Rehn- 
quist,  Byron  White  and  Sandra  Day  O’Con¬ 
nor  —  the  three  justices  still  on  the  High 
Court  who  participated  in  the  Hardwick 
decision.  Sixteen  people  bearing  signs  saying 
“Never  Another  Jailed  For  Love”  and  urg¬ 
ing  repeal  of  sodomy  laws  in  25  states  and 
the  District  of  Columbia  picketed  while 
another  40  or  so  onlookers  chanted  support. 
“My  right  to  privacy  begins  in  the  crib,” 
read  a  sign  on  a  baby’s  stroller. 

OUT!  members  were  joined  by  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  (NGLTF),  Human  Rights  Cam¬ 
paign  Fund  (HRCF)  and  others  who  work 
with  mainstream  lawmakers  for  legislative 
change. 

“OUT!  is  the  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  D.C. 
establishment,”  said  Robert  Bray  of  the 
HRCF.  “This  team  together  —  direct  street 
action  such  as  this  and  what  HRCF  does 


right  across  the  street  in  Congress  is  a 
dynamic,  effective,  and  united  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  front.” 

“Sodomy  laws  hurt  innocent  people,” 
NGLTF’s  Urvashi  Vaid  announced  to  the 
crowd,  which  included  a  number  of  D.C.’s 
ever-present  tourists.  “They  violate  the 
privacy  of  all  of  us,  gay  or  not.  In  weeks 
after  the  Court  decided  Hardwick ,  Missouri’s 


D.C.  queers  protest  Hardwick  decision 
and  Louisianna’s  sodomy  laws  were  upheld. 
Safer  sex  material  was  censored  in  Arkan¬ 
sas,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia.  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  enacted  a  law  prohibiting  lesbians  and 
gay  men  from  becoming  foster  parents  and 
the  state  Supreme  Court  upheld  it,  citing 
Hardwick.  We  are  relegated  to  the  status  of 
criminals  ...  because  of  who  we  love.  Hard¬ 
wick  codifies  love  and  sexual  intimacy  as 

Continued  on  page  3 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“Steffi  just  doesn’t  have  any  personal 
feelings  of  great  affection  for  Navratilova. 
You  would  have  to  ask  Steffi  if  she  likes 
Martina.  What  she  tells  me  is  that  she 
doesn’t  approve  of  her  lifestyle  —  she  has 
no  time  for  that  at  all.” 

—  Peter  Graf,  father  of  19-year-old 
tennis  champ  Steffi  Graf,  as  reported  in  the 
Albany,  N.Y.  Sunday  Times  Union.  Last 
week,  Graf  overpowered  long-time  lesbian 
heartthrob  Martina  Navratilova  to  win  her 
first  Wimbledon  title.  According  to  Judy 
Nelson,  Navratilova’s  constant  companion, 
eight-time  Wimbledon  winner  Navratilova 
has  nothing  against  Graf.  “Martina  admires 
excellence  and  great  athletes,  ”  Nelson  told 
the  Times  Union,  “and  Steffi  is  certainly 
that.  But  she  needs  to  show  a  little 
maturity.  ” 

Rape  crisis  center 
offers  support 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Area  Rape 
Crisis  Center  will  hold  a  14-week  support 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  The 
group  is  for  women  who  have  come  through 
the  initial  crisis  and  are  now  dealing  with 
long  term  resolution  of  their  rape  ex¬ 
perience.  The  group  will  begin  in  September 
and  is  free  to  all  participants. 

The  center  is  also  offering  a  seven-week 
training  for  women  interested  in  volunteer¬ 
ing  as  hotline  counselors.  No  experience  is 
necessary,  and  women  of  color  and  bilingual 
women  are  especially  encouraged  to  par¬ 
ticipate. 

For  information  about  both  oppor¬ 
tunities,  call  492-RAPE. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Les/gay  buddhists 

BLOOMFIELD,  N.J.  —  The  Buddhist 
Association  of  the  Gay/Lesbian  Communi¬ 
ty  was  recently  founded  “to  serve  as  a  center 
for  the  spiritual  growth  and  development  of 
gay  and  lesbian  Buddhists,  and  to  act  as  a 
medium  for  the  exchange  of  ideas  and  ex¬ 
periences  of  particular  topicality  to  our 
place  and  role  in  the  unfolding  of  the  Bud- 
dhidharma.”  The  association  welcomes  the 
participation  of  lesbian  and  gay  Buddhists 
of  all  schools  and  traditions.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  write:  Boxholder,  P.O.  Box  1974, 
Bloomfield,  NJ  07003. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Boston  AIDS 
mastery  workshop 

BOSTON  —  Northern  Lights  Alter¬ 
natives  will  hold  one  of  its  three-day  AIDS 
mastery  seminars  in  Boston  on  July  22-24. 
The  workshop  is  designed  primarily  for  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS,  ARC,  and  those  closely 
associated  with  them. 

According  to  the  informational  flyer  an¬ 
nouncing  the  seminar,  “the  workshop  is 
designed  to  unleash  your  power,  creativity, 
self-healing  and  self-love,  so  that  you  can 
directly  affect  the  quality  of  your  life.  The 
workshop  uses  one-on-one  and  group  in¬ 
teraction,  visualization,  emotional  expres¬ 
sion,  and  discussion  to  put  you  in  touch  with 
the  options  you  have  in  your  living.” 

The  seminar  will  be  held  at  Project  WIN, 
77B  Warren  St.,  Brighton,  MA  02135.  A 
“donation  fee”  of  $300  will  be  requested, 
but,  according  to  the  flyer,  “no  PWA  or 
PWARC  will  be  turned  away  for  lack  of 
funds.  For  more  information  or  to  register, 
call  Jack  Godby  (212)  337-8747,  or  Paul 
Flacone  (617)  581-0000. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Prison  AIDS  unit 
seeks  tapes 

CHINO,  Calif.  —  The  recently-opened 
AIDS  unit  at  the  California  Institution  for 
Men  is  requesting  audio,  video  and  other 
research  materials  about  AIDS.  The 
prisoner-run  educational  program  especially 
seeks  the  videos  AIDS:  A  Positive  Ap¬ 
proach,  Doors  Opening,  Fear  of  AIDS,  and 
the  audio  tape  Overcoming  AIDS. 

To  contribute  to  this  project,  contact 
James  T.  Jones,  C-51706,  P.O.  Box  500 
320-L,  Chino,  CA  91708.  Be  sure  to  contact 


him  before  sending  any  materials  to  find  out 
the  proper  procedure  for  mailing  them. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Boston  leaders 
grapple  with 
Fenway  violence 

BOSTON  —  A  growing  wave  of  violent 
crime  in  the  Fenway  neighborhood  has 
mobilized  the  concern  of  gay  community 
leaders,  area  residents  and  some  city  police 
officers.  The  “Fens,”  long  known  as  a 
cruising  area  for  gay  men,  has  been  beset 
this  summer  by  an  increase  in  robberies, 
assaults  and  rapes.  In  June,  the  widely- 
reported  knifing  of  local  sportscaster  Bob 
Gamere  was  followed  days  later  by  another 
late-night  assault  in  the  Fens:  a  young  Rox- 
bury  resident,  Kenneth  Robinson,  was  killed 
by  a  man  who  claims  he  acted  in  self- 
defense. 

According  to  Gordon  Tuttle,  a  victim  ad¬ 
vocate  for  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center’s  Victim  Recovery  Program,  the  rise 
in  reported  violent  incidents  in  the  Fens 
began  in  mid-May,  coinciding  with  the  onset 
of  warmer  weather.  Tuttle  speculated  the  in¬ 
crease  may  also  be  due  to  anti-gay  backlash 
in  the  face  of  recent  community  events,  such 
as  the  AIDS  Action  Committee’s  AIDS 


pledge -walk,  the  Pride  Celebration  and  the 
NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt. 
Tuttle  said  Area  D  Police  Deputy 
Superintendent  James  Claiborne  met  in  late 
June  with  a  group  that  included:  represen¬ 
tatives  from  the  city  parks  department;  the 
neighborhood  crime  patrol  group  Street- 
SAFE;  the  mayor’s  liaison  for  the  Fenway 
neighborhood,  Edward  Burke;  the  mayor’s 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
Ann  Sanders;  and  other  gay  community 
representatives. 

Tuttle,  who  also  attended  the  meetings, 
said  the  group  discussed  strategies  for  com¬ 
batting  violence  in  the  Fens.  Plans  are 
underway  to  begin  postering  and  leafletting 
the  area  with  warnings  about  the  recent 
murder  and  assaults,  and  tips  about  safety 
precautions  and  self-defense.  Several  gay 
bars  in  the  neighborhood  have  agreed  to 
distribute  information  and  emergency 
whistles.  Other  gay  community  figures  such 
as  City  Councillor  David  Scondras  and 
Steve  LeBlanc  of  the  Greater  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
(GBL/GPA)  are  also  coordinating  educa¬ 
tional  campaigns. 

According  to  Tuttle,  Claiborne  expressed 
concern  that  stepped  up  police  patrols  in  the 
Fenway  neighborhood  could  be  perceived  as 
harassment  of  gay  men  engaged  in  outdoor 
sex.  An  open  community  forum  will  be  held 
on  Tuesday,  July  12  to  allow  all  concerned 
people  a  chance  to  discuss  the  problem  of  in¬ 
creased  violence  in  the  Fens.  The  forum  will 
be  held  at  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Hall, 
105  Jersey  Street  in  the  West  Fens  at  7  p.m. 
For  further  information,  call  267-1538. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

AIDS  hysteria  in 
Singapore  hotel 

SINGAPORE  —  The  hotel  room  of  a  gay 
man  who  died  of  AIDS  at  the  Tan  Tock 
Seng  hospital  in  Singapore  on  June  1 1  was 
“sterilized”  by  hotel  management.  The 
hotel  destroyed  the  carpets  and  burned  the 


sheets  and  towels  from  the  room,  despite 
objections  from  the  Singapore  Health 
Ministry,  which  insisted  that  that  “AIDS 
cannot  be  spread  through  day-to-day  con¬ 
tact.”  Management  also  ordered  that  the 
hotel  swimming  pool  be  drained. 

According  to  the  Singapore  newspaper 
The  Straits  Times  Weekly  Overseas  Edition, 
the  unidentified  Australian  tourist  with 
AIDS  was  admitted  to  the  hopital  after  he 
became  sick  at  the  hotel.  The  man’s  mother 
was  quoted  as  saying  that  despite  the  hotel’s 
“over-reaction,”  her  son  was  treated  well 
by  the  city  of  Singapore  and  the  hospital. 
Singapore  has  reported  four  AIDS-related 
deaths  in  the  past  year. 

□  Chris  Bull 

T oronto  to  host 
international  people 
of  color  conference 

TORONTO  —  The  Fifth  International 
Lesbian  and  Gay  People  of  Color  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  held  in  Toronto  from  July 
28-31.  Conference  planners  have  scheduled 
numerous  workshops,  panels,  films  and 
videos,  cultural  programs  and  festivities 
around  the  theme  “Grassroots.” 

Among  the  issues  to  be  addressed  at  the 
gathering  are:  sex,  AIDS,  sexism,  racism, 
classism,  relationships,  family,  parenting, 
homophobia,  and  celebrating  diversity  and 
sexuality. 

For  more  information,  write  to 
Grassroots,  P.O.  Box  6597,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  M5W  1X4,  Canada,  or  call 
(416)  532-9868. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Appeal  court  says 
Arkansas  student 
group  should  be 
funded 

ST.  LOUIS  —  A  three-member  panel  of 
the  U.S.  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
ruled  on  June  22  that  the  University  of 
Arkansas  at  Fayetteville  had  to  fund  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Students  Association 
(GLSA)  if  it  funded  other  political  groups. 
The  decision  overturned  a  ruling  by  a 
federal  judge  that  said  the  university  had  the 
right  to  deny  funding  to  the  gay  group,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Arkansas  Gazette. 

GLSA  brought  the  suit  against  the  univer¬ 
sity  after  several  unsuccesful  attempts  at 
gaining  university  funding.  The  group  was 
the  only  organization  that  met  eligibility 
criteria  which  was  denied  funding  by  the 
Student  Senate.  Lyle  Gohn,  vice  chancellor 
for  student  services,  was  also  named  in  the 
suit  since  he  upheld  the  senate’s  denial  of 
funding. 

The  appeals  court  decision  said  that 
although  the  university  does  not  have  an 
obligation  to  fund  any  groups  in  general,  it 
must  not  discriminate  if  it  chooses  to  do  so. 

According  to  the  Gazette,  university  of¬ 
ficials  declined  to  comment  on  the  case  until 
they  have  completed  a  review  of  the  deci¬ 
sion. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Film/video  makers 
take  note 

NEW  YORK  —  Third  World  Newsreel  is 
now  accepting  applications  for  its  one-year 
intensive  film/video  production  workshop. 
The  program  is  especially  designed  to  train 
minorities,  women  and  other  people  with 
limited  access  to  mainstream  film  and  video 
making. 

The  workshop,  now  entering  its  eighth 
year,  is  funded  by  the  National  Endowment 
for  the  Arts.  Tuition  is  $300  for  the  full  year, 
and  the  workshop  meetings  are  scheduled  to 
accommodate  working  people.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  and  applications  write  to  Third 
World  Newsreel,  Production  Workshop, 
335  W.  38th  Street,  5th  floor,  New  York, 
NY  1 00 1 8 ,  or  call  (2 1 2)  947-9277 . 

□  Liz  Galst 
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Laurie  A.  Livingston, 
Ed.D. 
Licensed 
Psychologist 


Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  •  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
depression  •  stress 
disorders  •  social 
anxiety  • 

Telephone: 

(617)  262-5223 

Agoraphobia  Treatment  and 
Research  Center  of  New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Back  bv  Popular  Demand 


Entertaining  Mr.Sloane 
by  Joe  Orton 


July  14- August  6 
Thursday,  Friday, 
and  Saturday  at  8PM 
All  Tickets:  $13 
Call  the  New  Ehrlich 
Box  Office  at 
482-6316 

jtfn vi&v'jhtAfrc. 

At  The  Boston  Center  lor  the  Arts 
5 3  9  Trnnont  Street 
Boston  MA  02116 


FOREX- 

ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Hawaii . . 

...  784 

Puerto  La  Cruz .... 

...  499 

Bonaire  . 

. . .449 

Antigua . 

...  549 

Puerto  Vallarta  .  .  . 

...  539 

Puerto  Rico . 

...  549 

Ixtapa . 

. . .499 

Rio  De  Janeiro  .... 

...  499 

Margarita  Island  .  . 

...  529 

Puerto  Plata . 

...  589 

Mazatlan . 

...  499 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 


Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Bob  Duffy, 
43,  dies  of 
AIDS 

By  Michael  Bronski 

BOSTON  —  I  found  out  while  marching 
on  Gay  Pride  Day  that  Bob  Duffy  had  died 
of  AIDS.  My  friend  Charley  Shively  and  I 
saw  a  sign  with  Bob’s  name  and  a  date  on  it 
held  by  someone  in  Gay  and  Sober,  and  our 
friend  David  Eberly  came  over  and  told  us 
that  Bob  had  died  just  that  week.  As  sad  as  it 
was  to  hear  about  his  death,  I  was  glad  that  it 
happened  during  a  parade.  Bob  always  had 
a  knack  for  reinventing  everyday  life,  for 
making  the  improbable  logical. 

I  had  known  Bob  Duffy  since  the  summer 
of  1972. 1  was  living  in  a  commune  in  Water- 
town  —  consisting  of  four  adults  and  six 
children  —  and  one  of  my  housemates  spot¬ 
ted  him  on  a  highway  driving  an  old  black 
Cadillac  and  they  picked  each  other  up. 
After  spending  the  night.  Bob  disappeared 
for  two  weeks,  only  to  return  and  live  with  us 
on  and  off  for  two  years.  The  adults  in  the 
house  were  actually  quite  happy  about  his 
presence  since  the  ratio  of  children  to  adults 
was  becoming  unmanageable  and  Bob  was 
great  with  kids.  (Who  else  would  have  spent 
the  hours  after  cruising  at  Sporters  scaveng¬ 
ing  up  what  seemed  to  be  all  of  the  bundled 
newspapers  on  Beacon  Hill  so  that  Eric  — 
then  in  3rd  grade  —  could  make  what  was 
probably  the  largest  and  most  intricate 
papier-mache  volcano  grouping  ever  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  Watertown  school  system?) 

Bob  was  both  a  joy  and  a  bane  to  live 
with.  For  every  time  he  would  surprise  the 
household  by  making  platters  and  platters 
of  coquilles  Saint  Jacques  —  we  didn’t  even 
ask  where,  or  how,  he  had  procured  what 
must  have  been  $100  worth  of  fresh  out-of- 
season  scallops  —  he  would  do  something 
obnoxious  like  ask  some  truly  odious  trick 
to  stay  with  us  for  a  week.  (“It’s  fine,”  Bob 
would  say,  trying  to  convince  us  with  one  of 
his  stories  we  couldn’t  believe  even  he 
believed:  “He’s  just  waiting  for  the  money 
order  from  his  mother  who  has  gone  on 
vacation  with  this  Pakistani  prince.”)  But 
every  so  often  the  bane  and  the  joy  would 
merge  into  something  wonderful  like  the 
morning  of  my  24th  birthday  when  Bob 
woke  me  (and  everyone  else)  with  a  rousing 
piano  rendition  of  what  I  had  jokingly  told 
him  was  my  favorite  Catholic  hymn,  “O 
Mary  We  Crown  Thee  With  Blossoms  To¬ 
day.”  Of  course  simple  liturgy  was  never 
Bob’s  forte  and  to  spice  it  up  he  had 
painstakingly  placed  thumbtacks  on  all  of 
the  piano  hammers  to  make  it  sound  more 
honky-tonk.  This  musical  feat  was  even 
more  amazing  when  I  realized  Bob  had 
spent  most  of  the  night  at  the  now-defunct 
Shed  —  with  its  infamous  backroom. 

But  beneath  all  of  his  bravado, 
knowledge  and  talent  —  I  was  continually 
amazed  by  his  carpentry  skills,  that  he  could 
fix  cars,  cook,  sew,  cultivate  flowers  and 
pick  up  the  strangest  men  with  little  or  no  ef¬ 
fort  —  Bob  was  also  rather  emotionally 
fragile.  I  will  never  forget  the  night  he 
scoured  the  Fenway  and  the  Esplanade,  very 
upset,  trying  to  find  me.  He  finally  did  at 

Bedrooms 
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criminal,  perverse,  unnatural,  and 
repulsive.  It  enshrines  hypocrisy  and  in¬ 
justice.” 

After  leading  the  crowd  in  cheering  “Beat 
back  the  Court’s  attack”  and  “So  do  my 
neighbors,  so  do  my  friends,  so  do  my  idols, 
SODOMY!,”  OUT!  member  Gail  Rosen- 
crown  said,  “Look  around  you,  anybody 
here  could  have  been  Michael  Hardwick.  If 
[the  police]  are  going  to  peep  in  peoples’ 
bedrooms  and  drag  us  into  court,  it  could 
happen  to  anyone.”  (Hardwick  was  arrested 
for  sodomy  when  a  policeman  serving  a 
public  drinking  warrant  discovered  him  in 
bed  with  a  male  lover.) 

“Sodomy  laws  are  bizarre,”  said  OUT! 
member  Marshall  McClintock.  “Prohibi¬ 
tions  against  oral  and  anal  sex,  masturba¬ 
tion,  and  even  kissing  are  applied  arbitrarily 
and  rarely  brought  against  straight  couples. 
[Hardwick]  is  blatant  homophobia.  The 
Court  showed  its  true  colors  by  deciding 
gays  are  not  citizens  equal  to  every  one 
else.”  Twenty  states  and  the  District  of  Col¬ 
umbia  have  laws  that  regulate  sexual  be¬ 
havior  of  all  citizens;  five  others  apply  con- 


about  1:30  a.m.  in  a  large  group  of  bushes 
with  about  30  other  men  involved  in  an 
unusually  satisfying  and  complex  group 
fuck.  Bob,  who  was  not  even  very  drunk  or 
high,  began  telling  everyone  that  they  had  to 
leave  because  he  wanted  to  talk  to  me.  He 
finally  got  his  way,  much  to  my  chagrin,  and 
then  told  me  he  was  very  hurt  because  he 
had  read  my  journal  (which  was  hidden 
under  my  mattress)  and  I  had  only  mention¬ 
ed  him  twice  and  didn’t  he  mean  more  to  me 
than  that?  Bob  was  so  upset  that  I  didn’t 
have  the  heart  to  tell  him  he  had  no  right  to 
read  the  diary  or  that  the  two  mentions  of 
“Bob”  were  actually  about  someone  else. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  was  that  Bob  was 
not  mentioned  because  I  wrote  about  things 
I  was  contemplating,  trying  to  figure  out. 
My  relationship  with  Bob  was  never 
enigmatic.  He  was  always  there,  bigger  than 
life,  and  ready  to  engage  with  me  in 
anything  I  needed  and  wanted  to  talk  about 
or  do. 

Bob  and  I  remained  close  —  sometimes 
more,  sometimes  less  —  during  the  years 
after  we  were  housemates.  He  would  stop  by 
my  home  in  Cambridge  or  I  would  see  him  in 
the  Ramrod  or  at  the  Fenway.  He  always 
knew  he  could  come  over  when  he  had  no 
place  else  to  hang  out.  As  he  became  more 
involved  with  Alcoholics  Anonymous  I  saw 
a  little  less  of  him.  But  through  mutual 
friends  I  learned  he  brought  the  same  im¬ 
mense  energy  and  plethora  of  creative  and 
crackpot  ideas  to  that  group  as  he  did  to  the 
other  circles  he  inhabited. 

When  I  think  back  on  those  early  years  I 
realize  I  learned  a  lot  from  Bob.  Although  I 
was  heavily  involved  in  gay  politics,  I  was 
rather  naive,  or  at  least  inexperienced, 
about  the  variety,  complexity  and  texture  of 
the  rest  of  gay  male  life.  In  my  early  years  of 
bar  and  bush  cruising  I  took  a  lot  of  cues 
from  Bob.  We  discussed  my  desire  for  s/m 
activity  long  before  it  was  fashionable  or 
even  permissible  in  political  circles.  At  a 
time  when  my  participation  in  the  gay  male 
community  was  sitting  around  talking 
about  revolution  and  sexism  with  a  bunch  of 
college  educated  people,  I  learned  from  Bob 
that  politics  have  to  come  out  of  experience 
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trols  to  homosexual  acts  only,  according  to 
the  NGLTF’s  Privacy  Project.  “We  decided 
that  since  the  Court  said  it  has  the  right  to  be 
in  our  bedrooms,  we  would  bring  the 
bedrooms  to  the  steps  of  the  Court,”  said 
McClintock. 

OUT!  issued  a  statement  demanding  that: 

•  the  Supreme  Court  overrule  Bowers  v. 
Hardwick  and  affirm  the  right  to  choose 
sexual  practices  without  state  intervention; 

•  the  Court  reaffirm  the  right  to  privacy 
expressed  in  Roe  v.  Wade,  including  the 
right  to  safe,  legal  abortions; 

•  Congress  pass  legislation  extending  to 
gay  men  and  lesbians  civil  rights  already 
guaranteed  to  the  rest  of  society; 

•  state  legislatures  and  the  D.C.  Council 
overturn  all  laws  criminalizing  consensual 
sexual  behavior. 

OUT!  is  a  member  of  ACT  NOW  (AIDS 
Coalition  to  Network,  Organize  and  Win),  a 
nationwide  communications  network  of 
over  30  groups  aimed  at  coordinating  direct 
action  across  the  nation  on  AIDS  issues. 
ACT  NOW  plans  civil  disobedience  in 
Washington  to  coincide  with  the  return  of 
the  NAMES  Project  Memorial  AIDS 
Quilt.  □ 


Black  and  white  men 
come  together  in  Boston 

National  convention  of  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
kicks  off 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  Carl  Bean,  a  minister  and 
founder  of  the  Minority  AIDS  Project  in 
Los  Angeles,  met  with  rousing  applause 
during  his  address  at  the  grand  opening  of 
the  eighth  annual  convention  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (NABWMT).  Held  on  July  5  at 
Fanueil  Hall,  the  evening  gathering  drew 
about  200  conference  participants  to  hear 
Bean’s  speech,  along  with  remarks  from 
convention  committee  co-chair  John  Bush 
and  Boston  City  Councillor  David  Scon- 
dras.  The  grand  opening  marked  the  beginn¬ 
ing  of  a  week  of  workshops,  forums  and 
festivities  for  members  nationwide  from 
BWMT  and  Men  of  All  Colors  Together 
(MACT). 

Following  Bush’s  welcoming  statement, 

Scondras  read  a  proclamation  from  the  City 
Council  naming  July  4-9,  1988  as 

NABWMT  week  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Scondras,  who  explained  that  the  resolution 
had  been  hard-won,  said  he  was  proud  to 
support  NABWMT  and  cited  the  group  as 
one  of  many  organizations  trying  to  fight 
oppression.  Calling  racism  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  appalling,  Scondras  urged  a  move 
towards  a  “new  girl”  network  of  coalition¬ 
building  to  replace  the  long-entrenched 
“old  boy”  system  of  government. 

Bean  then  took  the  microphone  .  “I  had 
scrod  [a  popular  New  England  fish]  for  the 
first  time  today,  it  was  great,”  he  said, 
drawing  laughter  and  establishing  instant 
rapport  with  the  crowd.  With  the  power  of  a 
pulpit  preacher,  Bean  launched  into  a 
riveting  account  of  his  AIDS  education 
work  among  LA’s  disenfranchised:  poor 
people,  the  homeless  and  IV  drug  users. 

Bean,  who  said  the  Black  community  is  still 
not  fully  aware  of  the  dangers  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  chastised  the  white  establishment 
for  failing  to  provide  adequate  funding  for 
education  and  treatment.  And  he  encourag¬ 
ed  Black  gay  men  to  come  out  and  take  up 
the  fight  against  AIDS  in  their  communities, 
munities. 

“Sometimes  I  stand  up  here  in  my 
collar,”  Bean  said,  “and  threaten  to  put  on 
my  high  heels,  just  to  prove  that  it’s  okay  to 
be  openly  gay  in  the  Black  community.” 

Bean  kept  the  audience  rapt  with  his 
frank,  acerbically  funny  commentary.  In 
describing  the  need  for  explicit  safer  sex 
language,  Bean  related  a  story  about  stret- 


sexual  and  political  issue  lesbians  have  to  face  now 
is  to  destroy  our  own  self  image  as  victims, 
to  learn  how  to  act  on  our  own  desires  as  if 
they  deserve  to  be  fulfilled.”  Conversely,  said 
Gomez,  “men  have  to  destroy  their  self-image  as 
predators  in  the  fields  of  sex  and  politics,  which  is 
the  traditional  male  role,  whether  gay  or  straight.” 
She  added  that  “AIDS  has  made  this  an  urgent 
issue  for  gay  men.” 

Gomez  also  spoke  of  the  specific 
historical  victim  assignments  that  Black 
women  must  destroy,  beginning  with  slave, 
then  mammy,  and  all  the  way  up  through 
the  Black  Nationalist  elevation  of  women  to 
“a  pedestal.”  She  urged  lesbians  to  let  go  of 
the  victim  identities  and  acknowledge  that 
sex  is  important.  She  redressed  what  was 
termed  in  the  first  town  meeting  as  LBD 
(Lesbian  Bed  Death)  by  saying  “If  it  don’t 
work,  try  to  fix  it,  if  it  don’t  work  after  you 
try  to  fix  it,  MOVE  ON!” 

Richard  Goldstein  was  the  last  speaker. 
He  spoke  in  defense  of  long-term  relation¬ 
ships  and  love  as  a  rich  alternative  to  the 
rampant  expression  of  sexual  desire,  which 
he  referred  to  as  a  “pancake  of  ecstasy.” 
“This  epidemic  has  forced  every  gay  man  1 
know  to  confront  the  dilemma  of  relation¬ 
ships,”  said  Goldstein.  He  discussed  how 
men  are  socialized  to  be  independent,  and 
said  gay  men  are  expected  to  be  alone  and 
argued  that  neither  of  those  images  are  con¬ 
ducive  to  successfully  pursuing  long-term 
relationships.  He  made  a  plaintive  plea  for  a 
shift  in  priorities,  to  begin  to  infuse  gay  male 
politics  with  a  struggle  to  achieve  intimacy 
and  love.  He  suggested  that  we  should  place 
gay  family  issues  high  on  our  political  agen¬ 
da.  Goldstein  said  he  was  not  staunchly 
defending  monogamy  or  the  values  of  the 
nuclear  family  —  rather  he  argued  for  the 
need  to  fight  for  the  freedom  to  re-define 
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Town  Meeting 

Continued  from  page  I 

high  as  priorities  on  the  Black  gay  agenda. 
He  suggested  that  Black  gay  politics  would 
be  more  oriented  toward  community  and 
personal  issues  and  less  toward  legislation 
and  public  policy  issues.  Basically  Robinson 
made  a  case  for  the  importance  of  an  ex¬ 
panded  notion  of  lesbian  and  gay  politics 
with  more  consideration  to  issues  of  race. 

Jewelle  Gomez  spoke  next,  pointing  out 
at  the  beginning  of  her  remarks  that  it  was 
rare  to  have  a  conversation  about  sex  and 
politics  in  a  mixed  male-female  group,  and 
that  feminists  have  been  having  this  type  of 
discussion  for  some  time.  She  said  that  for 
women  the  issue  of  claiming  desire  is  very 
complicated.  Lesbians  are  just  beginning, 
and  faltering  at  that,  to  be  able  to  talk  about 
their  sexual  identities  and  explorations. 
Gomez  reminded  us  that  in  1982  at  a  con¬ 
ference  at  Barnard  College  on  the  politics  of 
sexuality,  some  feminists  objected  so 
strenuously  to  the  agenda  and  the  approach 
to  the  subject  matter  that  they  disrupted  the 
gathering  and  blocked  entrances  to  the  con¬ 
ference  “in  order  to  silence  discussion  of 
issues  they  deemed  inappropriate  in  a 
feminist  context.”  She  argued  that  women 
have  been  silenced  so  long  that  now  they 
silence  themselves. 

Gomez  suggested  that  the  “difference 
between  men  and  women  is  much  like  the 
differences  between  colored  and  non¬ 
colored  peoples,  in  the  sense  that  the  ‘vic¬ 
tim’  and  the  ‘victimizer’  will  always  have  op¬ 
posing  perceptions  of  reality  even  if  they  are 
looking  at  the  same  goals.”  She  said  women 
grow  up  perceiving  themselves  to  be  sexual 
victims,  adding  that  this  issue  for  Black 
women  is  compounded  by  the  victimization 
of  racism.  “Consequently  ...  the  biggest 


Rev.  Carl  Bean 


ching  a  condom  over  his  head  in  church 
while  insisting  that  safer  sex  brochures  use 
the  words  “rubber”  and  “cum”  for  those 
who  may  not  understand  condom  and 
semen.  Bean  entreated  the  crowd  to 
remember  that  AIDS  cannot  be  fought 
unless  problems  of  poverty,  drug  use  and 
homelessness  are  also  addressed  .  Slamming 
middle-class  preoccupations  with  credit 
cards,  cars  and  degrees,  Bean  said  this  is  not 
a  time  for  apathy,  but  a  time  to  get  active. 

“We  should  strive  for  freedom  always,” 
he  said,  “not  just  on  Gay  Pride  day.  And  we 
should  strike  out  against  apartheid 
everywhere,  not  just  in  South  Africa.” 
Citing  an  incident  at  which  a  gay  Native 
American  at  a  minority  conference  in 
Washington,  D.C.  expressed  a  feeling  of  ex¬ 
clusion  from  the  proceedings,  Bean  stressed 
the  importance  of  making  sure  that  events 
are  sensitive  and  inclusive  of  all  people. 

“And  remember,”  Bean  concluded, 
“without  love,  there  ain’t  nothing  happen¬ 
ing.” 

BWMT  and  MACT  are  gay  interracial 
organizations  committed  to  fostering  sup¬ 
portive  environments  while  working  to  over¬ 
come  racism,  sexism  and  homophobia.  For 
further  information  about  the  groups,  write 
NABWMT,  584  Castro  Street,  Suite  140, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114,  or  call  (415) 
431-1976. 

Look  for  further  coverage  of  the 
NABWT  convention  in  a  future  issue  of 
GCN.  □ 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorials’'  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 
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GCN  BENEFIT 

Saturday,  July  23,  7pm 

Ready  or  hot,  here  she  comes!  Susie  Bright  gives 
the  true  story,  “Behind  the  Scenes  at  On  Our 
Backs:  4  Years  of  Lesbian  Sex."  Also,  see  the  East 
Coast  premiere  of  CUPS,  the  outrageous  new  les¬ 
bian  erotic  video.  All  women  welcome.  ASL  inter¬ 
preted.  Hannum  Hall,  7  Temple  St.,  Cambridge.  $6. 
Info:  426-4469. 


Send  Boston  radio  women  to 
Managua 

Dear  GCN: 

As  many  GCN  readers  know,  Boston 
Women’s  Community  Radio  is  a  non-profit 
women’s  production  group  that  has 
showcased  the  talent  and  diversity  of 
women  on  the  airwaves  for  10  years, 
primarily  through  the  annual  24-hour  Inter¬ 
national  Women’s  Day  Radio  Broadcast  on 
WMBR  (88.1)  in  Cambridge. 

This  year  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
broaden  our  perspective  on  international 
women’s  issues  by  sending  two  of  our 
members  to  the  3rd  “World  Conference  of 
Community-Oriented  Radio  Broadcasters” 
to  be  held  this  August  in  Managua, 
Nicaragua. 

Whether  community  radio  is  closely 
associated  with  revolutionary  movements  as 
it  has  been  in  Haiti,  the  Phillipines  and 
much  of  Latin  America,  or  whether  it  serves 
to  help  minority  peoples  retain  their  cultural 
pride  and  independence  (and  this  has  been  an 
important  function  of  North  American 
community  radio  for  gays  and  lesbians),  its 
voice  is  vital. 

As  feminist  community  radio  activists, 
our  work  falls  within  both  traditions:  it  is  an 
outlet  for  the  many  visions  of  women’s 
culture  in  our  own  neighborhoods, 
throughout  the  United  States  and  interna¬ 
tionally;  and  it  is  a  means  to  challenge  the 
United  States  women’s  movement  to  strug¬ 
gle  and  change. 

The  Nicaragua  conference  will  allow  us  to 
meet  progressive  journalists  from  Africa, 
Europe,  South  and  Central  America,  North 
America  and  Asia.  It  is  certain  to  provide  us 
with  inspiration  for  our  future  work  and  the 
cross-cultural  contacts  that  make  that  work 
effective.  We  cannot  attend  unless  we  can 
raise  at  least  $2,000  for  the  four-day  con¬ 
ference,  airfare,  room  and  board,  a  seven- 
day  tour  after  the  conference  (to  include 
visits  to  radio  stations  and  meetings  with 
women’s  groups),  and,  of  course,  lots  of 
tape  and  batteries  for  our  cassette  recorders! 

We  can  go  with  your  help.  Please  con¬ 
tribute  (in  the  name  of  inspiration  and  diver¬ 
sity  for  your  community  media!)  by  sending 
a  tax-deductable  donation  of  whatever 
you  can  afford  to:  Boston  Women’s  Com¬ 
munity  Radio,  c/o  Zimberg,  172 
Fayerweather  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 

For  BWCR, 
Melanie  Berzon 
Eileen  Bolinsky 
Madge  Kaplan 
Donna  Kerner 
Tatiana  Schreiber 
Willa  Seidenberg 
Abby  Zimberg 


Gay  American  Indians  speak 
about  AIDS 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  recent  letters  that 
say  that  gay  American  Indians  in  the  prison 
system  and  the  tribal  reservations  do  not 
speak  about  the  subject  of  AIDS.  I  per¬ 
sonally  am  shocked  and  appalled  that  some¬ 
one  would  have  the  audacity  to  say  that 
nothing  is  being  done. 

I  am  a  former  Tribal  Health  Coordinator, 
from  the  reservation  to  which  I  belong.  I 
have  traveled  around  the  country  several 
times  lecturing  on  AIDS  as  well  as  other  sub¬ 
jects,  such  as  fetal  alcohol  syndrome  and 
self-esteem.  And  in  my  travels  I  have  attend¬ 
ed  several  national  conferences  and  have 
met  with  people  from  several  health  and 
welfare  organizations  from  Washington, 
D.C.  The  people  I  met  were  also  concerned 
about  AIDS. 

I  have  lived  in  Miami  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  have  been  in  the  prison  system  for 


one  year.  I  will  be  out  in  six  more  months.  I 
have  had  my  share  of  abusive  name-calling 
and  physical  punishment,  but  I  still  main¬ 
tain  pride  and  honor.  In  the  Indian  way, 
people  do  not  bother  other  people  because 
of  what  they  are.  And  if  they  do,  then  they 
have  been  “AMERICANIZED,”  and  slip¬ 
ped  into  the  way  of  thinking  that  does  not 
allow  individuality. 

“Little  is  known  about  the  American  In¬ 
dian,  or  what  links  their  human  soul  to  the 
Earth.  The  Indian  believes  that  this  land  was 
created  for  him  by  the  great  spirit  and  that  it 
would  be  theirs  forever.” 

Sincerely, 
Daniel  R.  Murillo 
Lompoc,  Calif. 

■ 

Beware  Joint  Venture! 

Dear  GCN: 

Some  of  your  readers  who  are  members  of 
Joint  Venture  [penpal  club]  may  have 
known  me  as  Doug  White,  one  of  the  JV  co¬ 
founders.  They  will  also  be  aware  that  JV’s 
current  management  has  carried  out  a 
relentless  campaign  of  personal  attacks  on 
me  recently. 

In  any  case,  because  I  am  responsible  that 
JV  exists  I  feel  compelled  to  call  attention  to 
a  risk  of  JV  membership  which  was  never 
anticipated  by  the  two  of  us  who  organized 
it. 

Since  the  acquisition  of  its  computer,  JV 
has  become  increasingly  involved  in  the 
business  of  data  collection.  That  may  have 
posed  no  danger  as  long  as  the  data  included 
only  matters  of  public  record  pertaining  to 
prison  inmates.  But  JV’s  files  now  go  far 
beyond  matters  of  public  record.  Not  only 
has  personal  information  about  inmates 
been  collected,  but  data  about  members  in 
the  outside  world  is  constantly  being  added 
to  the  files.  JV  proudly  acknowledges,  for 
instance,  that  every  time  a  letter  is  forward¬ 
ed  to  an  inmate,  a  permanent  computer 
record  is  make  of  who  wrote  to  whom. 

Even  that  innocent-appearing  example 
can  represent  danger  when  coupled  with  the 
willingness  of  JV’s  management  to  serve  as 
police  informers,  especially  where  boy 
lovers  are  concerned.  He  has  bragged  in  JV 
about  how  proud  he  is  to  have  helped  the 
police  convict  me  of  the  heinous  crime  of 
possession  of  a  Polaroid  photo  of  myself 
with  a  16  year-old  penpal.  (The  law  which 
I’m  convicted  under  was  just  upheld  by  the 
Illinois  Supreme  Court.  Now  the  state  feels 
justified  in  controlling  the  ‘pornography’ 
that  people  have  in  their  photo  albums!) 

Current  JV  persdnnel  brag  in  print  about 
the  ‘compassion’  of  the  police,  suggesting 
that  the  organization  is  out  of  step  with  the 
prisoners  it  pretends  to  be  serving. 

Sincerely, 
John  Norman 
A-64336  (Rl-D-53) 
_  PO  Box  4001 

Danville,  IL  61834 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN  THREE 
PAGES.  Send  to:  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


Correction 


The  photograph  of  Nusrat  Retina  that  appeared 
with  last  week's  story  on  "CelebrAsian’’  should 
have  been  credited  to  Andrew  Li. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


U.S. 

Adult/Adolescent  AIDS  Cases 

as  of  June  20,  1988 

Transmission 

Other/ 

Categories 

White 

Black 

Hispanic 

Unknown 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  (%)  Number  (%)  Number  (%)  Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Number  (%) 

Homosexual/ 

Bisexual  Male 

29,700(78) 

6,221  (38) 

4,039  (44) 

406  (68) 

40,366  (69) 

40,366  (63) 

Intravenous  (IV) 

Drug  Abuser 

2,331  (  6) 

6,100  (37) 

3,536  (38) 

59(10) 

9,364  (16) 

2,662(52) 

12,026  (19) 

Homosexual  Male 
and  IV  Drug  Abuser 

Hemophilia/ 

2,903  (  8) 

1,164  (  7) 

669  (  7) 

23(4) 

4,759  (  8) 

4,759  (  7) 

Coagulation  Disorder 
Heterosexual 

528  (  1) 

39(0) 

41(0) 

12(2) 

620  (  1) 

I8(  1) 

602  (  0) 

cases 

486  (  1) 

1,797(11) 

358(  4) 

14(2) 

1.168  (  2) 

1,487(29) 

2,655  (  4) 

Transfusion, 

Blood/Components 

1,194  (  3) 

248  (  2) 

129  (  1) 

37(6) 

1,038 (  2) 

570(11) 

1 ,608  (  3) 

Undetermined 

775  (  2) 

807  (  5) 

424 (  5) 

42(7) 

1,630 (  3) 

418 (  8) 

2,048  (  3) 

Subtotal 

1%  of  all  cases] 

37,917  [59] 

16,376  [26] 

9.196  [14] 

593  [  1) 

58,927  [92] 

5,155  [  8) 

64,082  [100] 

Total  number  of  AIDS-related  deaths:  36,874 

The  total  number  of  AIDS-related  deaths  reported  by  the  CDC 

as  of  May  9,  1988  was  34,526,  which  means  there  have 

been  2,312  deaths  since  our  last  publication  of  these  statistics. 

All  too  familiar 


The  most  timely  and  comprehensive  statistical  data  about  AIDS  come  from  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol  (CDC),  which  issue  weekly  reports.  But  this  information,  though  seemingly  “objective”  numerical 
data,  is  both  limited  and  biased. 

The  CDC,  based  in  Atlanta,  compile  national  statistics  on  AIDS  (comparable  data  is  not  published  for 
AIDS  Related  Complex  —  ARC)  based  on  reports  from  state  health  departments  and  physicians.  Standard 
diagnostic  forms  are  completed  by  physicians  when  they  diagnose  a  case,  and  these  are  sent  to  state  depart¬ 
ments  of  health  or  the  CDC. 

The  CDC  numbers  do  not  account  for  all  people  who  have  AIDS  in  the  U.S.  Not  all  physicians  are  ade¬ 
quately  trained  to  make  an  AIDS  diagnosis,  so  many  people  who  have  AIDS  continue  to  be  misdiagnosed.  In 
addition,  some  doctors  who  are  motivated  to  protect  their  patients  from  the  stigma  attached  to  AIDS 
(sometimes  by  patients  themselves,  or  their  families)  may  be  reluctant  to  report  an  AIDS  diagnosis.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  many  people  who  lack  access  to  adequate  medical  care  —  poor  people,  people  of  color,  IV  drug  users, 
prisoners,  teenagers  and  women  —  will  not  come  in  contact  with  the  people  who  do  the  reporting  and  will 
be  misrepresented  in  the  statistics.  Prisons,  for  example,  are  notorious  for  their  failure  to  recognize  and 
report  cases  of  AIDS. 

It  is  also  important  to  examine  how  the  presentation  of  the  CDC  numbers  is  distorted.  The  categories 
listed  in  the  CDC  tabel  inaccurately  represent  data  about  transmission.  By  presenting  risk  groups  (primarily 
gay/bisexual  men  and  IV  drug  users)  under  “transmission  categories,”  the  data  tells  us  little  about  which 
high-risk  activities  are  associated  with  the  spread  of  AIDS  and  perpetuates  the  myth  that  certain  kinds  of 
people  are  inherently  carriers  of  the  disease. 

For  a  more  detailed  analysis  of  the  CDC’s  statistics,  see  the  centerspread  in  GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  40.  We 
welcome  your  input  about  the  CDC  numbers  we  print  and  suggestions  about  statistical  information  you 
would  like  to  see.  □ 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partner(s)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN's  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  “no  sex  is  best”  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner’s  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefitted  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons  each 
time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 

Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC),  Boston:  (617)  437-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce, 
Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  New  York:  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington, 
D.C.:  (202)  S44-I076 

Women's  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 


By  Marea  Murray 

I  have  passed  the  20  people  mark;  more 
than  20  friends  and  acquaintances  I’ve 
known  are  now  dead  from  AIDS.  Struggling 
for  words  to  express  the  mix  of  feelings  and 
numbness,  I  hear  myself  tell  people 
“something’s  broken  inside.”  I  don’t  know 
what  it  means  yet. 

A  social  worker  with  intravenous  drug  us¬ 
ing  families,  I  go  from  a  meeting  to  discuss 
one  of  my  clients  —  a  child  with  ARC  —  to 
another  hospital  to  visit  a  friend  diagnosed 
two  weeks  ago.  Bill,  a  man  in  my  pod  of 
buddies  at  the  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
was  admitted  with  pneumocystis  pneumonia 
and  meningitis.  Flowers  in  hand,  I  arrive  to 
see  him  again,  wondering  how  I’ll  find  him, 
worried  about  the  degree  of  pain  I’d  heard 
over  the  phone  line. 

Last  week,  my  friend  Katie  went  with  me 
to  see  him.  The  sign  on  the  door  indicated 
that  we  should  wear  masks  and  gowns.  We 
walked  in  and  asked  whether  we  should  put 
them  on.  He  said  whatever  would  make  us 
comfortable  so  we  sat  down  sans.  He  seem¬ 
ed  okay,  maybe  in  a  bit  of  shock,  talking  a 
lot.  The  Walk  for  Life  was  the  next  day  and 
he’d  been  given  the  walkie-talkie  he  would 
have  carried  as  a  marshal  so  he  could  tune 
in.  While  we  were  there,  they  left  his  lunch 
tray  outside  the  room.  We  were  outraged. 

This  is  nineteen  fucking  eighty-eight. 

Today,  I  get  off  the  elevator.  My  former 
AIDS  Action  buddy  co-convenor,  “Leo”  in 
the  series  I  wrote  for  GCN  (Vol.  15,  Nos. 

29-33),  stands  at  the  end  of  the  hall. 

Bill  is  dead,  he  says.  He  died  at  10  a.m. 

They  think  it  was  a  blood  clot. 

I  hear  myself  saying  oh  my  god  over  and 
over.  The  tears  rise  and  then  return  to  their 
ducts.  I  am  amazed  at  my  thoughts;  “Good, 
it  was  quick;  he  didn’t  suffer  too  long....”  I 
wonder  how  his  parents  will  be  about  this 
terrible  blow;  he  was  their  only  child,  a 
teddy-bear  sort  of  man.  And  I  walk  out 
through  the  lobby  of  this  all-too-familiar 
hospital,  into  the  day  and  the  busy  streets. 

It’s  strange  to  walk  out  with  flowers. 

He  is  the  third  friend  to  die  this  month. 

My  client  with  AIDS  is  in  the  hospital  with 
unexplained  fevers.  Her  child,  who  I’ve 
been  trying  to  get  into  day  care  for  months, 
is  being  cared  for  by  her  adolescent  sister 
who  is  sullen  and  lost  in  the  shuffle.  I  must 
tell  this  woman,  my  client,  that  I  am  leaving 
my  job  but  decide  this  is  not  a  good  time  for 
me;  maybe  I’m  in  shock  or,  worse  yet,  “get¬ 
ting  used  to  it.” 

So  I  walk  to  my  car  with  the  lavender  and 
gold  sticker  “Fight  AIDS  Not  People  with 
AIDS,”  wondering  for  the  umpteenth  time 
if  and  when  I’ll  find  it  vandalized  because  of 
the  sticker.  I  get  in  and  tell  myself  to  let  the 
tears  fall.  I  smell  the  flowers  and  close  my 
eyes. 

Seated,  motionless,  I  notice  that  the  black 
interior  holds  the  sun.  I  am  happy  it  is  sum¬ 
mer  finally  and  the  light  beats  down  on  me.  I 
flash  to  my  client  with  AIDS  asking  me  the 
other  day,  point  blank,  if  I  “go  with  girls” 

—  after  beating  around  the  bush,  asking  if  I 
work  on  Saturday.  Maybe  I  could  give  her  a 
ride  home  from  the  hospital  if  they  let  her 
out.  What  do  I  do  on  weekends  anyway?  Do 
I  have  a  boyfriend?  I  smile  and  start  the  car. 

I  will  remember  her  that  way  too. 

Her  grin  at  my  yes  answer  is  triumphant. 

She  reminds  me  of  Rita,  with  whom  I  was 
buddies  years  ago.  “I  knew  it,”  she  says 
gleefully.  Her  best  friend  “in  the  whole 
world”  is  “like  that.”  She’s  in  prison. 

“This’ll  bring  us  closer,”  she  says.  I  haven’t 
the  heart  to  tell  her  I’m  leaving  this  work, 
this  so-direct  service  with  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs)  and  IV-users.  Next  time.  I  will  en¬ 
joy  her  laughter  and  her  stories  instead. 

All  in  a  week.  Years  into  this  epidemic  — 
four  and  a  half  for  me  —  and  it  feels  like  a 
lifetime. 

My  thoughts  drift  back  to  my  first 
meeting  with  her,  “my  PWA  client.”  It  was 
a  cold  afternoon  a  couple  of  months  ago. 

I’d  been  to  see  Michael,  another  friend  with 
AIDS  from  AIDS  Action  days.  He  was  hav¬ 
ing  trouble  breathing,  probably  going  in 
again,  and  I’d  wanted  to  see  him  for 
some  time,  putting  it  off  because  I  knew...  I 
knew  the  closer  I  got  to  him,  the  harder  the 
pain  would  be  to  bear,  watching  him  go.  We 
talked,  hugged  and  were  silent  together.  He 
showed  me  photos  of  his  lover,  Abel,  who’d 
died  years  ago  with  AIDS.  Then  he  showed 
me  a  photo  of  his  current  girlfriend.  His 
buddy,  a  woman,  arrived  as  I  bid  him 
farewell.  I  worried  about  squeezing  him  too 
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tightly,  given  his  frail  condition. 

Then,  back  to  work,  I  went  to  do  an  in¬ 
take  on  a  woman,  an  IV-drug  user  suspected 
of  having  AIDS,  like  most  of  our  clients  re¬ 
questing  help  with  day  care.  Her  doctor  call¬ 
ed  while  I  was  there.  It  was  confirmed;  she 
had  AIDS. 

She  was  sobbing.  Her  children  were 
asleep  in  the  other  room,  and  the  television 
was  on.  This  is  a  goddamn  intake  I  screamed 
inside,  furious  that  she’d  gotten  the  word 
over  the  phone.  I  held  her,  tried  to  comfort 
her,  hold  the  horror  away.  Bill  got  his  news 
over  the  phone  too.  All  too  familiar. 

“This  means  I’m  going  to  die,  doesn  Y  it?” 

She  told  her  teenage  daughter,  who  broke 
down.  I  asked  myself  what  I  was  doing  there 
—  a  white  social  worker,  witnessing  the  grief 
of  a  black  family  I  had  never  met  before.  I 
told  myself,  yes,  and  it’s  happening  all  over. 

I  shrugged  when  a  roommate  asked  how  my 
day  had  been  and  I  said  “surreal”  because 
that’s  what  it  felt  like. 

In  June,  Michael  and  Bill  are  both  dead. 
One  struggled  for  years,  the  other  for  weeks. 
My  clients  continue  to  struggle  —  the 
woman  and  her  children,  the  ones  who  hope 
they  will  not  become  ill,  who  battle  the 
dangers  of  the  needle  and  everything  else. 
The  stories  from  Stockholm  fuel  my  dreams 
of  fire;  I  dream  of  bodies  stacked  like  those 
of  the  Holocaust  and  I  recognize  these  faces. 

I  have  not  slept  through  the  night  in  weeks. 

I  will  leave  this  work  at  the  end  of  the 
month.  Tears  flood  me  as  I  enter  the 
NAMES  display  in  Boston.  The  “no  more 
names”  slogan  seems  curious  to  me.  There 
will  be  names  for  years  to  come.  I  marvel  at 
the  beauty  of  my  friend  Bob’s  panel  until  I 
see  Abel  and  Michael’s  below  it.  Then  I  sob 
in  my  friend’s  arms.  Bill’s  wake  was  last 
night  in  a  Boston  suburb;  a  few  of  us  went  so 
there’d  be  a  gay  presence.  But  his  parents 
blame  the  doctors  for  missing  the  blood 
clot.  AIDS  is  not  mentioned.  His  work  as  a 
buddy  is  not  mentioned.  It  is  all  too 
familiar. 

Many  men  I  know  have  lost  close  friends 
and  lovers,  numbering  in  the  double  digits.  I 
feel  estranged  and  alone  in  the  women’s 
community  and  I  joke  that  I  am  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  species,  isolated  even  among  many 
lesbian  friends  and  roommates,  and  pro- 
able  to  ask  for  hugs  when  I  need  them  but 
that  is  not  enough.  I  am  drowning  in  grief 
when  I  let  myself  feel  it.  I  wonder  what  price 
is  being  exacted  from  my  health  and  sanity, 
and  those  of  my  friends  and  other  AIDS 
workers/activists. 

Multiple  deaths  are  not  new  to  me.  Some 
of  this  grief  probably  stems  from  my  ex¬ 
periences  as  a  survivor.  I  witnessed  my 
father’s  death,  his  experimental  treatments, 
and  the  ordeals  of  my  relatives  who  have 
died  with  cancer. 

And  now  it’s  my  friends  —  my  buddies 
and  my  clients.  People  ask  me  how  I  do  it.  I 
don’t  know.  I  know  I  must  rest.  So  1  stop  go¬ 
ing  to  meetings.  I  write  about  other  things;  I 
go  dancing;  I  take  long  baths;  I  go  to 
movies;  I  love  my  friends.  And  I  wonder. 

I  wonder  who  will  be  next.  I  wonder  how 
many  of  my  clients  will  become  ill.  A  part  of 
me  doesn’t  want  to  know.  A  part  of  me 
does,  wants  to  keep  in  touch,  keep  fighting. 

I  analyze  it  to  death. 

I  wonder  if  I’m  burned  out,  if  I  will  break 
down  at  my  next  Women  and  AIDS  presen¬ 
tation.  But  something  tells  me  I’ve  gone 
beyond  that  —  “over  the  top.”  Over  20 
seems  to  be  a  marker.  I  gave  my  first  eulogy 
at  25.  I  read  the  obituaries  as  regularly  as  I 
do  the  comics.  That’s  how  I  found  out 
about  Michael.  Crying,  I  ask  no  one  in  par¬ 
ticular  when  this  will  end.  Not  in  my 
lifetime.  I  am  28. 

It’s  not  supposed  to  be  like  this.  But  it  is. 
Relentless.  And  I  must  nurture  myself  to 
keep  going  —  to  hospital  rooms,  funeral 
homes,  memorial  services  and  the  rest.  I 
know  I  have  never  valued  life  as  much  as  I 
do  with  each  passing  day.  Life  is  far  too 
short  and  precious  to  waste  or  burn. 
Perhaps  I’ll  feel  more  sane  tomorrow.  It’s 
another  day  after  all. 

Marea  Murray  has  been  doing  direct  service 
work  with  PWAs  for  more  than  four  years. 
She  was  recently  hired  as  a  therapist  with 
Boston ’s  new  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health  Ser¬ 
vices. 


Glenda  jackson  as  Herodias  in  Salome’s  Last  Dance 

Dirty  dancing 

Ken  Russell's  nervy  and  simple-minded  Salome 


Salome’s  Last  Dance.  Written  and  directed  by 
Ken  Russell.  With  Glenda  jackson,  Stratford  Johns, 
Nickolas  Grace  and  Imogen  Millais  Scott.  At  the 
Nickelodeon,  Boston. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

t  is  so  easy  to  have  a  love/hate  relation¬ 
ship  with  Ken  Russell.  Actually  the  hate 
part  of  it  always  comes  much  easier,  but 
as  his  newest  film  proves  once  again,  Russell 
always  throws  some  very  good  stuff  in  with 
the  very  bad. 

The  premise  of  Salome’s  Last  Dance  is  at 
once  nervy  and  simple  minded.  Oscar 
8  $ '  |s  Wilde’s  play  Salome  has  just 

»-g  been  banned  by  the  Lord 

Chamberlain,  Her 
Majesty’s  stage  censor,  for  mixing  too  much 
sex  with  religion.  A  private  production  of 
the  play  is  staged  by  Alfred  Taylor  (Strat¬ 
ford  Johns)  the  keeper  of  the  brothel 
regularly  attended  by  Wilde  and  his  lover 
Alfred  Douglas.  Taylor  plays  King  Herod, 
Alfred  Douglas  is  John  the  Baptist,  slum¬ 
ming  royalty  Lady  Alice  (Glenda  Jackson) 
appears  as  the  evil  Herodias  and  a  timid 
parlor  maid,  Rose  (Imogen  Millais  Scott) 
plays  the  young,  nubile  dancing  Salome. 

In  Russell’s  rewriting  of  history,  the 
biblical  Salome  becomes  a  metaphor  for 
Wilde’s  own  life  —  as  the  writer’s  flirtation 
with  a  cute  young  man  becomes  reason  for 
Alfred  Douglas  to  betray  his  lover  to  the 
police.  The  evening  ends  as  the  brothel  is 
raided  and  all  of  the  performers  and  the  help 
are  carted  off  to  jail. 

At  first  glance  there  is  so  much  here  that 
offends  and  annoys  that  Salome’s  Last 
Dance  seems  a  total  disaster.  The  film  is 
peppered  with  flagrant  anti-Semitic 
stereotypes  (Wilde’s  chorus  of  Jews  in  the 
drama  are  played  by  pratfalling,  snickering 
dwarfs).  To  this,  Russell  adds  juvenile  sex¬ 
ual  suggestions,  and  the  homophobic  notion 


that  Oscar  Wilde  was  imprisoned  because  of 
a  jealous  boyfriend  rather  than  because  of 
unjust  and  discriminatory  laws.  This  ig¬ 
norance  is  in  perfect  keeping  with  past  Ken 
Russell  films,  such  as  The  Music  Lovers, 
based  on  the  life  of  Tchaikovsky,  or 
Listzomania,  in  which  the  director  feels 
perfectly  at  ease  misrepresenting  historical 
facts  in  order  to  secure  a  cheap  joke  or  easy 
(and  usually  wrongheaded)  irony. 

What  is  different  about  Salome’s  Last 
Dance,  and  what  gives  it  some  worth  and 
stature,  is  the  performance  of  Wilde’s  play. 
Usually  considered  an  antique  closet  drama 
(although  it  does  have  a  separate  life  as  the 
libretto  to  Strauss’s  opera  of  the  same 
name)  Salome’s  Last  Dance  shows  that 
Wilde’s  verse  and  vision  hold  up  very  well. 
It’s  true  that  Russell  has  tinkered  a  bit  with 
the  tone,  though  not  the  text  of  the  original. 
Salome,  as  played  by  Imogen  Millais  Scott, 
is  a  very  Valley  Girl  temptress  lingering  over 
her  banana  splits  and  looking  petulant  when 
she  doesn’t  get  her  way,  and  Nicholas 
Grace’s  John  the  Baptist  is  closer  to  a  go-go 
dancer  than  a  saint.  The  other  acting  is  quite 
good,  although  Glenda  Jackson’s  Herodias 
is  rather  a  parody  of  both  the  character  and 
the  actress. 

When  Russell  sticks  to  Oscar  Wilde’s 
Salome  he  is  on  sound  ground,  not  only  let¬ 
ting  us  see  and  hear  the  author’s  words  in  a 
new  way,  but  allowing  us  to  savor  them. 
When  he  is  dealing  with  Wilde’s  life,  how¬ 
ever,  he  is  so  far  adrift  in  his  own  self- 
indulgent  pseudo-analysis  that  he  loses  not 
only  our  respect  but  our  patience  as  well. 
This  failing,  in  addition  to  the  film’s  anti- 
Semitism,  prevents  Last  Dance  from  being 
the  slam  dance  its  director  intends  it  to  be. 
But  there  are  enough  moments  of  quirky 
and  ingenious  fun  that  it  turns  into  a  minor, 
if  dubiously  enjoyable,  sock  hop.  □ 


A  peep  show  of  self- 
exploration 

John  Steczynski’s  pen  and  ink 


Self  Reflections.  By  John  Steczynski.  Skylight 
Gallery/Pate  Poste.  Boston.  To  benefit  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Closed  June  30. 

By  Wickie  Stamps 

John  Steczynski’s  pen  and  ink  series, 
recently  on  view  at  Skylight  Gallery,  of¬ 
fers  a  study  in  gentle  male  self- 
exploration.  Pen  strokes  pull  us  through 
rooms  bursting  with  Jungian  imagery, 
where,  like  voyeurs,  we  watch  Steczynski 
,  and  his  mirror-image  —  older, 
tffjt T "  bearded  and  nude  —  go  about 
“their”  days.  We  can  almost 
hear  the  muffled  pad  of  bare 
feet  or  the  tsk-tsk  of  a  spat  as  this  pair  play 
with  their  aging  puppy,  pass  each  other  on 
the  stairs,  or  pause  in  shadowed  doorways. 
Sharing  burgundy  and  conversation  with  his 
alter-ego  in  Self  Reflections  HI  1,  Steczynski 
guarantees  us  that  dinner  alone  is  never  a 
possibility. 

Conflicting  furniture  styles  and 
blasphemous  images  form  the  backdrop  to 
this  quiet  journey.  Bony-elbowed  New  Age 
lamps  zig  zag  while  lion-pawed  tables  squat 
—  all  amidst  symbols  of  Catholicism, 


paganism  and  mysticism.  Walls  are  broken 
by  goat-headed  panels  and  alcoves  are  an¬ 
nounced  by  huge  liturgical  banners. 

Nudging  us  to  seek  and  savor  our  con¬ 
tradictions  while  traveling  private  pathways 
to  self-healing,  this  showing  of  Self- 
Reflections  was  a  special  donation  to  the 
fight  against  AIDS.  Watch  for  future  ex¬ 
hibits  by  Steczynski,  whose  work  has  ap¬ 
peared  in  Jesuit  Spirit  in  the  Arts  presenta¬ 
tions  and  at  Sufi  Orders’  Center  for  Esoteric 
Arts  and  Sciences  as  well  as  lesbian  and  gay 
exhibits.  □ 


Duffy 

Continued  from  page  3 

rather  than  just  theory.  I  was  lucky  to  have 
come  out  just  before  Stonewall  and  to  have 
the  political  energy  of  the  times  to  help  me 
along.  But  I  think  I  was  even  luckier  tQ 
know  Bob  Duffy  and  learn  that  gay  politics 
don’t  really  mean  very  much  unless  you  are 
connected  to  gay  people  and  a  broader  gay 
community.  □ 
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What  do  we  want? 

L _ Senators. 

When  do  we  want  'em? 

Now! 

GERSTELL  for  State 
_ Senate _ _ 

VOTE  THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER  15 

Committee  to  elect  Marguerite  Gerstell 
27  Surrey  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 
51  Sunny  side  Ave.,  Winthrop,  MA  02152 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


JL 


Just  for  us ... 

The  first  woman  to  woman  connection! 
By  women.  For  women.  All  women. 


1-900-999-87 00 

For  women  18  and  over  only. 

95  cents  the  first  minute,  45  cents  each  additional  minute. 


You  can  . . . 

•  Have  group 
conversations  with  up 
to  7  other  women. 

•  Talk  woman  to  woman, 
one  to  one. 

•  Leave  messages  on  our 
bulletin  board. 


Discuss  . . . 

•  relationships 

•  friendships 

•  careers 

•  families 

•  anything 

. . .  with  other  women 


Comes 


a  benefit  for  the  restoration  of  The  Meeting  House 

The  Meeting  House 
236  Commercial  Street 
Provincetown,  MA 
July  15,  16,  17  8pm 
Ticket  Info:  487-9344,  487-4121 

Tickets  available  at  the  door  &  at  New  Words  Bookstore,  Cambridge 
Suggested  donation:  $12  at  door/$IO  in  advance 


United  Brass  Quintet 

Saturday  July  30 


Lavender  Hearts 

Stories  &  Photographs  of 
Lesbian  Romance 
Jennifer  justice  &  Susan  Wilson 
Friday  &  Saturday  July  8,  9 


■.v.v.wav.v.v.v.v.'! 


617-776-5866 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit 
Agencies 

•  Small  •  Sole 

Businesses  Proprietors 

Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


Mass  Bay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


healthy  teeth, 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


k.d.  lang 

A  voice  as  big  as  Canada 

k.d.  lang’s  wholesomely  defiant  torch  and  twang 


k.d.  lang  and  the  reclines.  Nightstage,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass.  June  12. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

’m  surely  not  the  only  dyke  with  a  crush 
on  k.d.  lang,  country  music’s  quirkiest 
rising  star,  but  I  may  be  the  only  one  who 
has  asked  her  out  on  a  date.  I  sprung  the 
question  after  I  saw  her  perform  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  time.  It  was  a  sticky  day  last  fall  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  at  an  afternoon  tap¬ 
ing  of  a  TV  segment:  lang  was  sweating  it  up 
in  her  cowpoke-camp  swing  skirt,  tourists 
•  .;v  were  clamouring  for 

•jyi <  <  her  autograph,  I  was 

»  swooning  but  feign¬ 

ing  calm.  I  waited  un¬ 
til  the  crowd  had  thinned  out,  then  sidled  up 
to  lang. 

“Hey,”  I  said.  “Wanna  go  have  a  beer?” 

Ever-suave  and  original,  that’s  me.  I  wish 
I  could  report  that  lang  joined  me  at  the 
local  tavern,  but  alas,  she  turned  me  down, 
pleading  a  hectic  schedule  of  life  on  the 
road.  A  graceful  rejection  it  was,  however. 
She  fixed  me  with  an  enigmatic  gaze,  flashed 
a  bare  trace  of  a  smile,  and  sauntered 
alongside  me  to  a  back  exit.  “Nashville’s  a 
nice  town,  eh?”  she  said,  offering  a  hand.  I 
mustered  a  breezy  farewell  and  stumbled  in¬ 
to  the  cruel  sunshine. 

My  ardor  remains  strong  for  lang,  a  savvy 
upstart  from  a  small-town  Canada  who  has 
thrown  a  few  loops  into  country  music.  By 
melding  a  voice  of  untameable  dimension 
with  touches  of  torch,  blues,  rockabilly  and 
performance  art,  she  has  delighted  both 
country  music  traditionalists  and  new-music 
aficionados.  I  was  originally  smitten  last 
year  when  I  heard  her  first  U.S.  album 
release,  Angel  with  a  Lariat,  in  which  she 
twangs  and  rocks  her  way  through  an  odd¬ 
ball  collection  of  original  tunes.  I  was  also 
riveted  by  the  record  cover:  there’s  lang  in  a 
little  black  cocktail  dress  on  the  front  and 
full  cowboy  drag  (complete  with  a  bulging 
crotch)  on  the  back.  Who  is  this  woman,  I 
thought,  and  is  she  or  isn’t  she? 

I  didn’t  wonder  for  long,  but  the  music 
biz  types  still  can’t  figure  it  out.  lang  has 
confounded  a  lot  of  people  by  blurring 
boundaries  and  daring  to  challenge  the  con¬ 
servative  bastion  of  country  music.  Oft- 
described  as  a  “tomboy,”  lang  has  won 
ferocious  praise  from  audiences  across  three 
continents,  from  Johnny  Carson,  from 
mainstream  publications,  and  from  adoring 
dykes.  She  has  captured  the  hearts  of  Patsy 
Cline  fans,  with  her  sincere  send-up  of  the 
legendary  crooner,  and  charmed  country 
music  nay-sayers  with  her  version  of  melan¬ 
choly  honky-tonk.  In  short,  she  is  an  enor¬ 
mous  talent  with  a  uniquely  appealing  com¬ 
bination  of  wholesomeness  and  defiance  — 
and  a  full -throttle,  heart-throb,  gut- 
wrenching  killer  of  a  voice. 

And  she’s  getting  even  better.  I  saw  lang 
perform  for  the  third  time  a  few  weekends 
back,  accompanied  by  her  inimitable  five- 
guy  back-up  band,  the  reclines.  The  au¬ 
dience,  sardined  into  a  small  Cambridge 
nightclub,  was  pulsing  with  fervor  for  the 
tireless  lang,  who  belted  out  song  after 
soulful  song.  Her  stage  banter  was  droll  and 
endearing,  her  movements  ripe  with  unfet¬ 
tered  sexiness.  And  lang  has  fine-tuned  her 
timing:  a  wry  passing  comment  segued 
smoothly  to  a  sad  refrain,  a  comic  schtick 
burst  forward  to  high  camp,  k.d. -style. 
Who  else  gives  you  a  seamless,  tear-jerk  ren¬ 


dition  of  Roy  Orbison’s  “Crying,”  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  bit  of  impromptu  polka?  And  who 
else  sports  a  sky  blue  frock  emboldened  with 
cloud  cut-outs,  kelly  green  fringe  and  little 
plastic  cows  across  the  bodice?  It’s  enough 
to  break  your  heart. 

lang  sang  a  number  of  songs  off  her  new 
Shadowland  album,  including  the  yearning 
“I  Wish  I  Didn’t  Love  You  So”  and  the 
prideful  “Lock,  Stock  and  Teardrops.”  She 
also  let  loose  the  heart-felt  “Honky  Tonk 
Angels’  Medley,”  the  infamous  song  that 
lang  recorded  with  country  luminaries 
Loretta  Lynn,  Kitty  Wells  and  Brenda  Lee. 
Despite  my  pleasure  in  lang’s  delivery  of 
these  true-blue  country  ditties,  I  prefer  her 
original  tunes;  I  was  glad  she  spiced  her 
show  with  hits  off  Angel  with  a  Lariat,  and 
other  spunky,  high-voltage  selections.  For 
example,  she  performed  “Tune  into  my 
Wave”  with  raucous  abandon,  an  approach 
more  gratifying  to  me  than  the  slightly  con¬ 
trolled  tone  of  the  Shadowland  songs.  Not 
that  lang  is  ever  restrained;  I  sense  it’s  more 
a  matter  of  discipline,  of  honing  her  already 
precise  vocal  abilities.  When  lang  launched 
into  a  luscious  version  of  Patsy  Cline’s 
“Walking  After  Midnight,”  I  fully  reveled 
in  her  obsession  with  country  music  classics. 

I  scrawled  a  few  hasty  notes  during  lang’s 
show  —  i.e.  intense  energy,  she’s  totally 
cute,  I  wish  she’d  do  something  overtly 
dykey.  lang  sings  a  lot  of  songs  about  love, 
lost  and  found,  and  they’re  often  cryptic,  a 
little  tongue  in  cheek.  I  bet  lang  has  struck 
chords  in  many  a  yearning  heart.  She’s  got 
mine,  lock,  stock  and  teardrops,  and  I  never 
even  got  another  chance  to  ask  her  out.  □ 


Town  Meeting 

Continued  from  page  3 

relationships  so  they  can  work  for  gay  men 
at  this  point  in  history. 

There  was  no  direct  interaction  between 
panelists  but  the  question-and-answer 
period  was  not  without  incident.  The  first 
few  questions  came  from  white  men  in  the 
audience  who  were  perplexed  as  to  why  the 
panelists  weren’t  addressing  legislative 
policy  issues  when  they  were  supposedly 
talking  about  politics.  Later,  a  Black 
woman  in  the  audience  who  felt  she  had 
been  overlooked  by  the  moderators  in  favor 
of  a  white  man  who  had  already  spoken  got 
up  and  began  to  take  issue  with  his 
categorization  of  Black  people  as  a 
“subgroup.”  Although  the  moderator 
apologized  to  the  woman  and  explained  no 
slight  was  intended,  the  heat  and  the  intensi¬ 
ty  of  the  subject  all  lent  to  a  highly  volatile 
atmosphere,  and  Jewelle  Gomez  had  to  take 
over  the  mike  to  bring  the  meeting  back  to 
order. 

Plans  are  in  the  works  for  more  of  these 
provocative  and  difficult  town  meetings. 
While  it  remains  important  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men  to  discuss  sex  and  politics,  it  is  also 
clear  that  much  learning  needs  to  be  done 
about  making  room  for  our  various  agen¬ 
das.  One  audience  participant  suggested  the 
next  Town  Meeting  focus  on  racism.  □ 
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Victoria  Peareon 


From  the  Bedroom  to  the 
Marketplace 

Estelle  Freedman  talks  about  an  historical 
accounting  of  sexuality  in  the  U.S.  —  by  class ,  race, 
gender  and  sexual  preference 


By  Shelley  Mains  and  Margaret  Cerullo 

stelle  Freedman  co-authored,  with 
John  D ’Emilio,  the  recently  published 
Intimate  Matters:  A  History  of  Sexuali¬ 
ty  in  America.  While  on  tour  with  the  book 
last  month,  she  told  GCN  that  a  number  of 
forces  enabled  her  and  D ’Emilio  to  do 
research  on  sexuality  at  this  time.  Those 
forces  include  the  growth  in  the  ’70s 
and  ’80s  of  grassroots  lesbian  and  gay 
history  projects,  the  development  of  social 
history  in  the  1970s  —  including  studies  of 
the  history  of  abortion,  birth  control, 
venereal  disease,  childbirth  and  courtship  — 
and  the  writings  of  Michel  Foucault. 

The  following  interview  with  Freedman 
by  Shelley  Mains  and  Margaret  Cerullo 
discusses  the  difficulty  of  getting  diverse 
historical  records,  the  roles  of  race  and  class 
in  the  emergence  of  various  lesbian  and  gay 
identities,  the  effect  of  AIDS  in  reshaping 
gay  sexuality,  the  expansion  of  gay 
capitalism,  and  a  possible  model  for  a 
socialist-feminist  sexual  politics. 

GCN:  As  I  was  reading  Intimate  Matters,  I 
thought  about  how  hard  it  is  to  get  historical 
information  about  people  who  didn’t  leave 
written  records.  The  most  available 
documents  come  from  white  middle-  and 
upper-class  people  who  left  diaries  and  let¬ 
ters.  How  have  you  dealt  with  this  problem 
in  your  research? 

Estelle:  It’s  very  tricky.  We  talk  a  little  bit  in 
the  introduction  about  the  problem  of 
sources  because  what  we  know  about  many 
immigrants  —  and  in  some  cases  Blacks, 
and  in  some  cases  youth  —  comes  from 
observers,  and  very  often  critical  observers 
like  vice  commission  reporters,  social  scien¬ 
tists  and  moralists.  So  what  we’ve  tried  to  do 
is  separate  the  judgment  from  the  content. 

One  example  is  the  affadavit  that  opens 
our  chapter  on  race  and  sexuality.  An 
historian  sent  me  some  widows’  pension  ap¬ 
plications  in  which  there’s  an  interrogation 
of  a  Black  woman,  Eliza  Grayson,  which  in¬ 
cludes  questions  about  her  marital  and  sex¬ 
ual  history.  The  interrogator  was  a  white 
moralist  in  many  ways,  but  you  can  read  the 
record  as  a  document  to  understand  a  lot 
about  race  and  sexuality.  Grayson  provides 
data  when  she  says,  “I’ve  had  to  do  with 
several  men.”  Her  construction  leaves  open 
the  possibility  that  she  was  forced  to  “do” 
with  these  men.  What  we  know  historically 
would  support  that.  So  you  can  see  that 
even  as  she  was  being  amusing  and  very  sub¬ 
tle,  Eliza  Grayson  left  us  that  historical 
record  and  it  probably  went  right  past  the  in¬ 
terrogator  and  she  probably  knew  that.  I 
think  it’s  extraordinary.  You  can  use  this 
document  for  information,  and  also  to  look 
at  the  interaction  of  different  groups. 

Another  example  of  sources  on  people 
who  haven’t  left  written  records  is  the  vice 
commission  reports.  You  can  get  rid  of  the 
moralism  about  youthful  sexuality  and 
realize  that  these  young  working-class 
women  and  men  were  creating  a  social 
world. 

GCN:  Do  you  feel  gay  sexuality  gets  publicly 
defined  in  ways  that  systematically  exclude 
people  who  may  be  living  a  different  kind  of 
gay  sexuality?  I’m  thinking  of  people  of  dif¬ 
ferent  races  or  classes  who  may  not  fit  the 
white,  middle-class  version  of  gay  identity. 
Estelle:  I  know  little  about  the  historical  ex¬ 
perience  of  sexual  identity  formation  in  dif¬ 
ferent  minority  communities,  but  I  can 
speculate.  In  the  early  20th  century  —  the 
teens,  ’20s,  ’30s  —  there  was  a  very  small, 
self-identified  homosexual  minority  and 
there  is  evidence  that  it  included  Black  men 
and  women  and  some  working-class  and 
middle-class  refugees  from  the  heterosexual 
world.  In  the  postwar  period,  you  get  a 
large,  white  and  middle-class  homosexual 
subculture.  Then  you  get  the  movement, 
gradually  becoming  more  visible,  and  it’s 
associated  with  white,  middle-class  sexual 
possibilities:  the  male,  sexually  autonomous 
actor  living  outside  the  family,  being  able  to 
engage  in  homosexual  acts.  [In  the  post-war 
and  movement  period,] 

there  may  be  more  room  for  stratification 
than  in  the  period  when  there  were  so  few 
[self-identified  homosexuals],  living  in 
marginal,  Bohemian  communities.  I  also 
think  a  key  part  of  this  [stratification]  has  to 
do  with  the  Black  northern  migration  and 


the  creation  of  such  a  separate  culture  in  ur¬ 
ban  ghettos  —  the  segregation  not  only  in 
the  South  but  in  the  North,  through  the 
1960s.  But  I  haven’t  done  research  on  this  — 
it’s  a  great  question  for  further  research. 
GCN:  According  to  your  book,  you  see  the 
beginnings  of  the  gay  male  identity  in  the 
1880s  in  the  U.S.,  and  it  surfaces  mainly  in 
medical  writings. 

Estelle:  Yes,  although  we’re  also  saying  that 
the  medical  writings  were  picking  up 
something  that  had  already  happened,  and 
you  can  see  it  even  as  early  as  the  1 860s  and 
1870s.  For  example,  Walt  Whitman’s  poetry 
suggests  this  sort  of  anonymous  sexual 
possibility. 

GCN:  When  do  you  locate  the  beginnings  of 
a  formation  of  a  lesbian  identity? 

Estelle:  We  know  that  by  the  1920s  there 
were  some  groups  who  acknowledged  their 
difference  and  their  preference  for  women. 
Certainly  within  the  Bohemian  community, 
in  the  period  before  World  War  I,  there 
were  individuals  who  were  finding  each 
other  and  forming  networks.  Many  of  these 
were  intellectuals,  or  women  who  were  in¬ 
volved  in  radical  politics  in  the  Village,  like 
Margaret  Anderson.  But  by  the  ’20s  We 
have,  for  example,  a  document  about  a  Salt 
Lake  City  circle  of  women  who  seem  to  be 
middle-class  and  upper-class  women  who 
knew  that  they  were  different  and  were  for¬ 
ming  a  social  network.  By  the  ’20s  we  had 
some  bars  geared  mostly  to  crossdressing 
and  the  tourist  trade,  but  there  was  a 
recognition  that  there  was  this  “freak 
show”  out  there.  And  then  of  course,  as 
both  John  and  [gay  historian  Alan  Berube] 
have  argued,  World  War  II  and  the  ’40s 
were  critical  in  creating  a  more  national  con¬ 
sciousness,  because  of  the  mobility  out  of 
small  towns  and  into  both  the  services  and 
large  cities.  This  seems  to  be  the  moment  of 
takeoff  —  but  we  can  really  see  it  from  the 
turn  of  the  century. 

There’s  a  new  book  called  Women  Adrift 
in  which  the  author  very  nicely  in¬ 
tegrates  material  she  has  found  about  les¬ 
bian  relationships  among  working-class 
women  in  Chicago  at  the  turn  of  the  cen¬ 
tury.  She  describes  couples  where  one 
woman  may  dress  as  a  man,  or  not,  and  go 
out  and  work  while  the  other  is  the  wife,  and 
this  is  among  single  working  women  living 
apart  from  familiy  as  early  as  1900,  1905, 
1920.  Clearly  there  were  lesbian  parties  go¬ 
ing  on  in  the  teens  and  people  knew  each 
other.  We’re  now  beginning  to  find  this  out 
because  historians  are  beginning  to  look  for 
it!  Now  that  it’s  legitimate  to  talk  about  it 
we’re  beginning  to  understand  better  the 
timing  of  the  formation  of  lesbian  identity, 
but  I  think  we  need  a  lot  more  research. 

One  thing  I’m  very  interested  in  is  the  fact 
that  when  lesbian  identity  emerges,  not 
everyone  claims  it.  You  have  the  existence  of 
a  new  explicitly  lesbian  identity  —  which  I 
think  is  embraced  more  by  working-class 
women  and  radical  Bohemian  types  —  and 
at  the  same  time  you  still  have  the  old 
“female  friendship”  [relationships],  which 
are  accepted  publicly  as  legitimate.  The  les¬ 
bian  identity  was  still  a  deviant  and 
dangerous  identity.  These  [“female  friend¬ 
ship”]  couples,  the  Boston  Marriage-types, 
continue  well  into  the  ’40s  and  ’50s  and  do 
not  claim  the  lesbian  identity.  I  think  it’s  a 
very  class-based  difference.  One  of  the 
breakthroughs  of  lesbian-feminism  of  the 
’60s  and  ’70s  was  that  middle-class  women 
claimed  the  deviant  identity  and  then  tried 
to  legitimize  it  and  make  it  not  deviant 
anymore.  In  the  pre-World  War  II  period,  it 
was  particularly  Black  and  working-class 
women  who  claimed  the  deviant  identity 
and  lived  in  a  kind  of  marginal  world.  They 
continued  to  do  so  while  middle-class 
women  were  essentially  “passing.”  Later, 
when  lesbian-feminism  comes  along,  [Black 
and  working-class  women]  may  not  have 
become  part  of  the  movement,  because 
they’d  long  been  paying  the  costs,  and 
claiming  the  privileges  of  this  “other 
world.”  I’m  thinking  of  some  of  the  recent 
research  on  the  lesbian  bar  community  in 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  in  the  ’40s  and  ’50s. 

GCN:  Among  lesbian  and  gay  historians,  it 
seems  the  prototype  of  the  historical  lesbian 
—  the  foremother  —  has  shifted,  from  the 
“passionate  friends”  that  Carroll  Smith- 


Rosenberg  and  Lillian  Faderman  wrote 
about,  to  the  butch,  as  in  Martha  Vicinus’ 
book  on  Radclyffe  Hall. 

Estelle:  There  are  all  these  different  strands, 
and  I  tried  to  map  it  out  once  in  a  lecture  I 
gave,  outlining  a  working-class  model  from 
the  passing  women  of  the  19th  century  who 
wore  men’s  clothes  because  they  needed  to 
make  men’s  wages,  to  the  couples  in  the 
Chicago  rooming  houses  or  hobo  types,  and 
then  to  the  butch/femme  bar  scene  in  the 
’40s  and  ’50s.  That’s  the  working-class 
history.  And  then  you  have  your  passionate 
friends  and  middle-class  women  —  first  they 
married  men  and  were  still  friends,  and  then 
they  have  the  Boston  Marriages  where  they 
can  marry  each  other  —  and  then  they 
become  the  lesbian  feminists  and  say,  “Hey, 
wait  a  minute,  it’s  okay  now.” 

GCN:  Can  you  talk  about  the  relationship 
between  the  development  of  homosexual 
identity  and  the  erosion  of  the  family?  What 
are  the  ways  medicine  gets  involved? 
Estelle:  It  wasn’t  so  much  the  doctors,  it  was 
the  social  hygienists,  the  crusaders.  There’s 
hysterical  stuff  in  the  documents  of  the 
American  Social  Hygiene  Association.  In 
the  ’40s,  in  the  post-war  period,  they  were 
really  worried  about  promiscuity  because 
penicillin  could  cure  syphilis.  Then  came  the 
Cold  War  and  there’s  material  in  their  jour¬ 
nal  about  how,  if  there  is  a  nuclear  war,  it 
will  really  reaffirm  morality.  It’s  as  if  they 
were  looking  for  the  threatening  situation 
that  would  bring  the  family  together  and  get 
us  back  to  chastity  and  morality. 

The  creation  of  homosexual  identity  and 
heterosexual  identity  happened 
simultaneously.  You  can  have  heterosexual 
identity  without  the  family.  The  family  can 
erode  and  what  you  get  is  heterosexual  iden¬ 
tity  that’s  part  of  sexual  liberalism  expand¬ 
ed.  It  becomes  the  “swinging  singles” 
lifestyle  of  the  ’60s  and  ’70s  that  supposedly 
is  declining  in  the  face  of  AIDS,  herpes, 
etc.,  but  I  think  there  have  been  lasting 
changes.  Heterosexual  identity  is  something 
that  can  now  be  exercised  on  the  way  to  mar¬ 
riage,  during  marriage,  outside  of  marriage, 
and  you  can  have  that  without  shoring  up 
the  family. 

I  wonder  too  about  AIDS  and  responses 
to  AIDS  in  blurring  distinctions  as  families  in 
a  sense  reconstitute  around  the  AIDS  crisis. 
I  may  be  overemphasizing  the  extent  to 
which  that’s  happening,  but  families  of 
origin  may  be  getting  drawn  back  [to  gay 
men  who  had  moved  into  gay  communities] 
—  either  because  gay  men  return  to  them 
with  illness  or  because  the  families  of  origin 
acknowledge  the  gayness  in  the  face  of 
crisis.  I  can  see  one  possible  scenario,  cer¬ 
tainly  not  nationally,  but  in  certain  areas: 
more  acceptance  and  acknowledgment  and 
more  overlap  socially  of  homosexual  and 
heterosexual  because  of  a  common 
humanitarian  cause.  As  if  in  some  ironic 
way  the  tragedy  makes  it  more  respectable 
to  acknowledge  gay  relatives,  to  stand  on 
the  side  of  justice  in  terms  of  treatment,  etc. 
GCN:  Can  you  talk  about  the  role  of  AIDS 
in  reshaping  gay  sexuality?  Were  there 
undercurrents  of  sexual  change  in  the  com¬ 
munity  that  AIDS  may  not  have  caused,  but 
rather  coincided  with? 

Estelle:  Well,  age  is  one.  I  think  there  was  a 
sort  of  youth  culture  in  the  ’70s  that  grew 
older  in  the  ’80s.  People  got  to  the  business 
of  settling  down  and  in  some  cases  having 
kids.  I  think  that’s  true  for  women  and  men, 
that  there  can  be  some  coincidence  with  age 
in  terms  of  changing  habits.  And  one  thing 
we  do  in  the  book  is  try  to  correct  the  sense 
that  it’s  just  AIDS  that  created  the  sexual 
health  crisis  and  acknowledge  that  it  was 
also  herpes,  it  was  women’s  recognition  of  a 
■whole  lot  of  health  risks  they  were  taking  — 
from  IUDs  to  STDs.  AIDS  is  the  extreme, 
it’s  the  ultimate,  the  most  deadly  disease  — 
and  that  again  reflects  the  symbolic  power 
of  sex,  and  certain  villains  who  come  into 
these  scenarios.  I  think  that  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  has,  in  a  sense,  had  a  lot  of  our  sex¬ 
ual  ills  projected  on  it,  when  [sexual  ills] 
have  been  elsewhere  as  well  —  such  as  the 
health  risks  women  have  been  taking  for  a 
long  time  that  haven’t  gotten  the  medical  at¬ 
tention  they  should  have. 

GCN:  As  an  historian,  what  do  you  think  the 
book  has  to  say  to  gay  men  and  lesbians 
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now,  politically?  How  do  you  think  it  helps 
or  challenges  us? 

Estelle:  I  think  it  offers  an  internal  criticism 
of  the  danger  of  simply  trying  to  imitate 
mainstream  heterosexual  culture  and  seeing 
as  progress  the  gaining  of  rights  that  are  in 
fact  a  culture  of  sexuality  that’s  been  con¬ 
structed  by  the  economy  at  large.  In  other 
words,  I  think  there’s  implicitly  a  critique  of 
gay  capitalism  in  our  story.  Not  a  hostile 
critique,  but  simply  an  acknowledgment 
that  some  of  the  gains  of  gay  liberation  have 
in  fact  been  gains  of  a  very  liberal  nature,  to 
sexualize  and  commercialize  gay  sex  in  the 
same  way  that  heterosexuality  has  been 
commercialized.  I  think  that  we  have  to  ask 
if  that’s  the  way  we  want  to  shape  our  com¬ 
munities. 

A  gay  man  once  asked  me  [at  a  talk  I  was 
giving]  why  there  was  such  heavy  enforce¬ 
ment  of  public  gay  sex  areas  —  parks, 
tearooms,  etc.  And  it  struck  me  that  they 
were  in  some  ways  challenges  to  sexual  com¬ 
merce,  because  they  can  sit  outside  the 
world  of  capitalism  —  outside  of  bars,  out¬ 
side  of  baths.  They  were  not  necessarily  all 
that  publicly  visible,  but  because  they  were 
outside  the  commercialization  of  sex,  they 
might  be  more  dangerous. 

I’ve  thought  about  this  question  in  trying 
to  understand  how  some  of  the  things  we 
have  claimed  as  zones  of  sexual  liberation 
are  simply  zones  of  capitalist  penetration. 
And  I  think  I’d  say  that  not  just  about  gay 
male  institutions  but  also  about  the  lesbian 
interest  in  creating  comparable  institutions: 
publications,  lesbian  erotica,  lesbian  sex 
toys,  etc.  I  have  nothing  against  it,  but  I 
think  we  have  to  realize  that  it’s  part  of  this 
process  of,  in  some  ways,  being  imitative  of 
heterosexual  commerce. 

I’m  coming  from  a  place  of  having  been 
convinced  by  gay  liberation  in  the  ’70s  that 
everything  gay  is  good,  and  all  gay  institu¬ 
tions  are  good,  and  that  gay  sex  is  somehow 
a  liberating  alternative  model  —  and  then  I 
realized,  “Wait  a  minute,  this  is  more  of  the 
same,  and  this  is  imitative  and  not  necessari¬ 
ly  an  alternative.”  For  women  I  see  more  of 
the  resistance  [aspect]  —  in  proclaiming  our 
sexuality  publicly  in  a  world  which  still 
silences  female  sexuality,  but  I  can  still  see  it 
being  exploited  by  capitalism.  I’ve  viewed 
some  of  the  supposedly  feminist  porno- 
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graphy  that’s  being  produced,  and  I  don’t 
see  it  as  a  real  alternative,  I  see  it  much  more 
as  imitative. 

It  goes  back  to  my  looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native  sexual  politics  that  neither  looks 
backwards  nor  simply  rides  in  on  the 
mainstream  of  American  consumer 
capitalist  culture.  I  long  for  a  socialist- 
feminist  sexual  politics  that  is  critical  in 
terms  of  gender,  in  terms  of  the  economy,  in 
terms  of  race.  We  are  groping  for  it,  but  we 
don’t  have  it.  There  might  be  a  model  for  me 
in  the  free  love  movement  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  in  its  rejection  of  capitalism  and  its 
search  for  cooperative  forms  of  living.  This 
is  the  sort  of  utopian  quest  that  we  need  to 
think  about  again  for  our  own  times  —  and 
it  will  look  different  for  our  own  times. 
What  would  a  cooperative  society  look  like; 
what  kind  of  sexual  politics  might  get  us 
there?  We  need  to  formulate  a  politics  of 
sexuality  that’s  not  simply  reactive,  as  in 
“smash  monogamy,”  but  one  that’s  really 
transformative,  to  allow  sexuality  to 
become  simply  another  part  of  human  ex¬ 
istence,  and  to  remove  the  mystique  that  sur¬ 
rounds  it  as  a  special,  unique,  and  troubling 
part  of  our  lives. 

GCN:  John  D ’Emilio  recently  wrote  an  arti¬ 
cle  in  The  Chronicle  of  Higher  Education 
about  why  gay  professors  should  come  out 
to  their  students.  What  do  you  think  about 
this? 

Estelle:  I  loved  the  article,  and  I  think  it’s 
beginning  to  happen  more  and  more.  I 
myself  have  always  primarily  identified  as  a 
feminist  on  campus  [Stanford  Univ.]  and 
have  always  been  concerned  not  to  alienate 
“innocent”  young  students  who  are  ter¬ 
rified  of  homosexuality,  by  making  les¬ 
bianism  my  primary  political  identification. 
But  while  I’m  still  seen  primarily  as  a 
feminist,  I’m  increasingly  finding  that  the 
knowledge  that  I  am  a  lesbian  doesn’t  seem 
to  matter. 

GCN:  Has  it  occurred  to  you  that  you  and 
John  might  be  taken  as  a  heterosexual  cou¬ 
ple,  especially  in  your  press  photo? 

Estelle:  I’ll  be  very  curious  to  see.  One 
reporter  asked  me  what  our  relationship  was 
—  were  we  married  or  anything  —  and  I  said 
“No,  we’re  best'friends.”  She  said,  “Okay, 
best  friends  ...  that’s  fine.”  □ 
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uld  earn  money  and  court  another  woman,  a  prac- 
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n  the  1650s,  the  young  Puritan  and  Har¬ 
vard  College  professor  Michael  Wig- 
glesworth  recorded  in  his  diary  the 
“unresistable  torments  of  carnal  lusts”  in¬ 
spired  by  thoughts  of  his  male  students. 
“Last  night,”  wrote  Professor  Wig- 
glesworth,  “some  filthiness  in  a  vile  dream 
escaped  me  for  which  I  loathe  myself  and 
desire  to  abase  myself  before  my  God.” 

Nearly  three  centuries  later,  a  female  col¬ 
lege  student  recalled  a  sexual  experience 
during  the  Second  World  War.  “When  I 
was  16,”  she  told  an  interviewer,  “I  let  a 
sailor  pick  me  up  and  go  all  the  way  with  me. 
I  had  intercourse  with  him  partly  because  he 
had  a  strong  personal  appeal  for  me,  but 
mainly  because  I  had  a  feeling  of  high 
adventure  and  because  I  wanted  to  please  a 
member  of  the  armed  forces.” 

John  D’Emilio  and  Estelle  Freedman’s 
ambitious  Intimate  Matters:  A  History  of 
Sexuality  in  America  traces  the  enormous 
changes  in  sexual  attitudes  and  practices 
between  the  time  of  the  tormented  professor 
and  that  of  the  adventurous  (and  patriotic) 
young  woman.  In  an  account  that  spans  the 
full  400  years  from  colonization  to  the  pre¬ 
sent,  D’Emilio  the  author  of  Sexual  Politics, 
Sexual  Communities,  a  history  of  the  mod¬ 
ern  gay  movement,  and  Freedman,  the 
author  of  Their  Sisters’  Keepers,  a  history  of 
women’s  prisons,  bring  together  an  im¬ 
pressive  collection  of  evidence  about  sex¬ 
uality  picked  from  among  the  recent  fruits 
of  the  New  Social  History,  and  begin  the  ar¬ 
duous  task  of  synthesis  and  interpretation. 

Lest  the  reader  expect  to  find  in  this  work 
a  triumphant  tale  of  sexual  revolutionaries 
vanquishing  the  repressive  legacy  of  Puri¬ 
tanism,  the  authors  note  early  on  that  “the 
poles  of  freedom  and  repression  are  not  the 
organizing  principles  of  our  work.”  In¬ 
stead,  they  argue  for  a  more  complex 
dynamic  in  which  “the  meaning  and  place 
of  sexuality  in  American  life’  ’  change  “from 
a  family-centered,  reproductive  sexual 
system  in  the  colonial  era;  to  a  romantic,  in¬ 
timate,  yet  conflicted  sexuality  in 
nineteenth-century  marriage;  to  a  commer¬ 
cialized  sexuality  in  the  modern  period, 
when  sexual  relations  are  expected  to  pro¬ 
vide  personal  identity  and  individual  hap¬ 
piness,  apart  from  reproduction.”  The 
authors’  warning  is  appropriate,  and  their 
respect  for  complexity  encouraging,  but 
their  conclusions  will  come  as  no  surprise  to 
anyone  who  has  followed  the  last  decade  or 
two  of  feminist  and  radical  scholarship.  In¬ 
timate  Matters  serves  well  as  a  readable, 
comprehensive  summary  of  current  work  in 
the  history  of  gender  and  sexuality;  it  falls 
short,  however,  of  enlarging  the  boundaries 
of  that  scholarship,  questioning  its  assump¬ 
tions,  or  offering  much  in  the  way  of  novel 
interpretation.  And  where  the  scholar  might 
wish  for  a  more  original  book,  the  activist 
may  find  frustration  in  its  failure  to  draw 
connections  or  examine  the  sources  of 
political  power. 

The  familiar  outline  of  Freedman  and 
D’Emilio’s  narrative  begins  in  Colonial 
times.  The  Puritans  of  Professor  Wiggles- 
worth’s  day  reserved  sex  for  reproduction  of 
the  species,  and  the  “unresistable  torments 
of  carnal  lusts”  that  plagued  him  were 
unacceptable  for  their  uselessness  toward 
that  end.  Yet  the  modern  stereotype  of  the 
repressed  Puritan  —  and  the  uncapitalized 
modern  use  of  the  word  as  an  adjective  — 
distort  the  meaning  of  sexuality  in  the 
Puritan  world.  Puritans  did  indeed  control 
sexual  expression,  but  condemned  only  that 
S  which  fell  outside  the  narrow  scope  of 
*  reproduction  within  marriage.  As 
|  newcomers  to  a  continent,  pushed  into  the 
£  New  World  by  political  repression  at  home, 
I  the  early  settlers  of  New  England  eked  out 
1  their  first  years  in  the  colonies  as  subsistence 
I  farmers.  Not  simply  theology  but  the  need 
for  labor  in  a  family-based,  agricultural 
economy  accounted  for  their  emphasis  on 


reproduction.  Far  from  condemning  sex, 
the  Puritans  celebrated  it,  the  authors  note, 
as  “a  duty  and  a  joy  within  marriage.” 

The  nineteenth  century  saw  an  expansion 
in  the  meaning  of  sexuality  beyond  the  sim¬ 
ple  purpose  of  reproduction.  Though  still 
regarded  as  an  act  properly  performed  only 
within  marriage,  sex  in  this  era  took  on 
romantic  significance,  and  first  began  to  ac¬ 
quire  its  modern  connections  to  happiness 
and  individual  identity.  Americans  could 
separate  sex  from  reproduction  as  their  in¬ 
dustrializing  economy  no  longer  required 
large  families  to  produce  the  necessities  of 
life.  This  economic  freedom  coincided  with 
the  introduction  of  new  forms  of  birth  con¬ 
trol,  which  provided  the  technological 
means  to  separate  sex  from  its  reproductive 
consequences. 

The  story  of  our  own  century,  of  course, 
is  one  of  the  entrenchment  of  capitalism  and 
the  commercialization  of  every  aspect  of 
American  life.  In  the  developing  consumer  society 
of  the  late  nineteenth  century,  sexual  im¬ 
agery  sold  commodities,  and,  for  the  first 
time,  sex  itself  became  a  commodity.  Pro¬ 
stitution  may  be  the  world’s  oldest  profes¬ 
sion,  but  already  among  the  economic  and 
social  developments  of  the  early  twentieth 
century  the  aged  calling  ranked  as  but  one 
subsidiary  of  a  booming  industry.  Mass  pro¬ 
ducers  of  the  necessities  of  life,  armed  with 
the  new  weapon  of  advertising,  relied  upon 
the  straightforward  or  seductive  use  of  “sex 
appeal”  to  market  their  goods.  In  the  pro¬ 
cess,  the  concept  “necessities  of  life”  ex¬ 
panded  considerably.  The  makers  of  Lister- 
ine,  for  example,  profited  from  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  an  affliction  (the  dread  “halitosis”) 
to  explain  the  fate  of  the  hapless  young 
woman  who  found  herself  “always  a  brides¬ 
maid,  never  a  bride.”  The  automobile, 
movie  houses,  dance  halls,  amusement 
parks,  and  other  mass  entertainments  con¬ 
tributed  to  these  developments,  allowing 
young  people  the  mobility  and  unsupervised 
space  to  engage  in  an  unprecedented  degree 
of  heterosocial  and  heterosexual  experimen¬ 
tation. 

By  the  1920s,  D’Emilio  and  Freedman 
argue,  “American  society  was 
moving  ...  toward  a  view  of  erotic  expres¬ 
sion  that  can  be  defined  as  sexual  liberalism 
—  an  overlapping  set  of  beliefs  that  detach¬ 
ed  sexual  activity  from  the  instrumental  goal 
of  procreation,  affirmed  heterosexual 
pleasure  as  a  value  in  itself,  defined  sexual 
satisfaction  as  a  critical  component  of  per¬ 
sonal  happiness  and  successful  marriage, 
and  weakened  the  connections  between  sex¬ 
ual  expression  and  marriage  by  providing 
youth  with  room  for  some  experimentation 
as  preparation  for  adult  status.” 
Liberalism,  however,  did  not  necessarily 
mean  liberation:  the  easing-up  on  selected 
codes  of  sexual  behavior  may  have  served 
the  ulterior  purpose  of  solidifying  the  larger 
structures  of  heterosexuality,  marriage  and 
the  family.  Birth  control,  for  example, 
could  enhance  the  pleasure  of  sex  by 
eliminating  the  fear  of  pregnancy,  but  in  the 
political  and  social  context  of  the  early 
twentieth  century,  the  aim  may  have  been  to 
solidify  the  institution  of  marriage  by 
removing  a  chronic  source  of  tension,  or  to 
eliminate  the  last  obstacle  to  husbands’ 
complete  sexual  license  over  their  wives. 

Similarly,  liberal  tolerance  of  heterosex¬ 
ual,  non-procreative  activity  actually  rein¬ 
forced  attitudes  against  homosexuality. 
Heterosexual  experimentation  among 
teenagers,  for  example,  could  serve  as 
reassurance  of  “normal”  sexuality  when 
viewed  against  “psychopathic”  sexual 
behavior,  a  category  created  early  in  this 
century  and  centered  largely  around  the 
paired  concepts  of  homosexuality  and  child 
molestation.  Sexual  liberalism  countenanc¬ 
ed  non-procreative  activity  as  a  means  to 
preserve  heterosexuality;  where  deviance 
from  sexual  norms  challenged  the  institu¬ 
tion  of  marriage,  however,  liberals  drew  the 
line. 

Sexual  liberalism,  then,  served  in  part  as  a 
regulator  of  sexuality.  The  church  and  the 
state,  of  course,  also  held  sway  over  sexual 
matters,  doctors  exercised  their  professional 
authority,  and  movements  like  the  female 
moral  reform  societies  and  the  social  purity 
crusades  vied  for  political  power  and  defin¬ 


ed  acceptability.  It  is  here,  in  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  political  dynamics  —  the  sources  and 
relations  of  power  —  that  D’Emilio  and 
Freedman’s  interpretive  framework  sags 
heavily  under  the  weight  of  the  enormous 
mass  of  material  they  have  collected.  The 
authors  too  easily  ascribe  historical  changes 
in  the  nature  of  sexuality  to  such  notoriously 
nebulous  concepts  as  “industrialization,” 
“urbanization,”  and  “commercialization.” 
A  major  problem  with  these  concepts  is  their 
impersonality;  though  they  have  obvious  ex¬ 
planatory  significance,  to  say,  for  example, 
that  prostitution  developed  because  society 
“urbanized”  is  to  miss  the  point.  People  are 
not  just  swept  along  by  random  or  inevitable 
historical  forces;  other  people  push  them. 
We  have  to  ask  ourselves  who  pushed  (or 
pulled)  people  into  cities,  and  why;  and 
what  the  particular  connections  were  be¬ 
tween  those  forces  and  sexuality.  Otherwise, 
we  lose  sight  not  only  of  who  did  the  push¬ 
ing,  but  also  of  who  dug  in  their  heels,  and 
who  pushed  back. 

In  part,  the  problem  of  interpretation  is  a 
problem  of  scale.  D’Emilio  and  Freedman 
have  succeeded  better  at  collecting  together 
and  sorting  out  the  enormous  body  of 
historical  scholarship  regarding  sexuality 
than  they  have  at  arriving  at  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  and  effective  interpretation  of  it  all. 
Though  their  attempt  to  be  all-inclusive  is 
impressive  (especially  their  particular  effort 
to  be  racially  and  culturally  inclusive),  the 
resultant  cultural  as  well  as  chronological 
breadth  of  their  subject  matter  makes  the 
idea  of  any  kind  of  synthesis  a  formidable 
one.  It’s  difficult  to  say  in  what  sense  we  can 
compare  the  “sexuality”  of  a  college  stu¬ 
dent  of  the  1940s  with  the  “sexuality”  of  a 
seventeenth-century  Harvard  professor,  let 
alone  with  that  of  a  pre-colonial  Native 
American.  To  understand  the  history  of  sex¬ 
uality  in  all  of  its  complexity,  we  will  need 
to  approach  the  old  definitions  with  much 
critical  care,  and  look  for  new  explanations 
that  can  tell  us  more. 

One  way  to  get  started  is  to  lay  out  all  the 
evidence  on  one  table  and  look  for  sugges¬ 
tive  connections,  and  it  is  here  that  intimate 
Matters  proves  extremely  useful.  Three  ma¬ 
jor  areas  of  interest  stood  out  in  my  own 
reading  of  the  book,  and  others  will 
doubtless  find  more.  First,  the  authors  pro¬ 
vide  a  wealth  of  material  (and  an  abundance 
of  references)  to  demonstrate  how  the  rise  of 
capitalism  and  a  consumer  society  trans¬ 
formed  sexuality,  but  this  is  a  theme  that 
needs  a  great  deal  more  exploration.  For  it  is 
clear  that  the  commercialization  of  sex  was 
not  just  a  case  of  a  few  greedy  capitalists 
seizing  upon  yet  another  way  to  separate  the 
customer  from  his  or  her  cash.  Young  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  1920s  got  something  from  new 
forms  of  mass  entertainment,  even  if  it  cost 
them  money  and  served  in  some  ways  as  a 
form  of  social  control.  We  need  to  look  not 
only  at  how  popular  culture  developed  new 
markets  and  regulated  sexuality,  but  also  at 
how  those  who  enjoyed  that  culture  may 
have  used  it  toward  their  own  ends. 

A  second  striking  pattern  that  appears 
throughout  Intimate  Matters  is  the  role  of 
war  as  the  catalyst  for  major  transforma¬ 
tions  in  the  meaning  of  sexuality.  From  the 
Colonial  Indian  wars  to  Vietnam,  soldiers 
have  returned  home  from  the  battleground 
to  find  that  sexuality  has  changed.  War 
separates  the  sexes,  redefines  gender  roles, 
and  creates  provisional  moralities  that  are 
strikingly  at  odds  with  the  stated  mores  of 
peacetime.  It  also  involves  ritualistic  pro¬ 
paganda  campaigns,  relying  heavily  on 
erotic  imagery,  that  define  and  demonize  an 
enemy  while  glorifying  military  force.  Thus 
can  the  army  implicitly  condone  prostitu¬ 
tion  by  issuing  condoms  to  the  troops  (as  it 
First  did  during  World  War  I),  and  thus  can 
a  16-year-old  girl  who  wants  “to  please  a 
member  of  the  armed  forces”  participate  in 
her  own  wartime  adventure  by  having  sex 
with  a  sailor.  It  was  the  social  dislocations 
and  relocations  of  the  Second  World  War 
that  prompted  the  start  of  a  modern  gay 
community.  War  seems  so  central  to  our 
erotic  life  that  any  future  history  of  sexuality 
will  have  to  explore  these  connections  fur¬ 
ther. 

Finally,  one  cannot  read  D’Emilio  and 
Continued  on  page  1 2 
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COMMUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerfy  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass  Ave..  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  M A  02130 
617-491-4410 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

699  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
629-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSEUNG 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE.  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
6OV1  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 


JOHN  BARNA  a 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat,  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
I -800-352-3 1 85 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
73 1  - 1 0 1 S 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov’t 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


•>!* 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Park 
E  Orleans.  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

•Family  Law 
•Real  Estate  Transfers 
•Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
•Discrimination 
•Unemployment 
•Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 
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Lady  Jane's 
Inn 


•  Large  lovely  rooms 

•  Private  full  baths 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Free  parking  __ 

•  Common  room  with  color  TV/ VCR 

•  Steps  from  bay  beach 

•  Open  year  round 

•  Woman  owned  and  operate 

„ 

IT 


7  Central  Street 
Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
617-487-3387 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

M  M  M 

Your  Hosts 

Sue  Champeau  &  Bill  Wooley 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(617)  487-1319 


Do  you  wish  you 
could  talk  to 
your  parents 
about  being 
gay  or  lesbian? 

Build  connections 
with  your  family. 


Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay  or 
lesbian  child? 


One-day  workshop 
Saturday,  July  9th  10am-4pm 

•  For  parents  and  family  members 


■  fdP' 


•  For  both  generations:  gays, 
lesbians  &  parents  of  gays 
and  lesbians 

Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

876-2113 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women’s  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Oelaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


9  Court  Street  P.O.  Box  483 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

(617)  487-9005 


Managers 

Robert  “Rosie”  Coane 
David  Harris 


discover  new  routes 


Wilderness  experiences  for  Women 
devoted  to: 

RECOVERY  •  EMPOWERMENT 
SPIRITUALITY 

sea  kayaking  •  canoeing  •  backpacking 
cross  country  skiing  •  winter  camping 
rafting  •  biking 

Custom  trips  and  more... 

Send  for  free  brochure 

new  routes,  inc. 

RR5,  Box  2030J,  Brunswick,  ME  04011 

(207)  729-7900 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 


Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and' 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an-, 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  “The  Brinks 
Job.” 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of 
Boston,”  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


INSTANT  CONTACT  WITH  OTHER  CALLERS 
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Intimate  Matters 


Continued  from  centerspread 

Freedman’s  account  of  the  social  hygiene 
movement  of  the  early  twentieth  century 
without  noting  some  comparisons  to  the 
current  responses  to  AIDS.  In  1904,  Dr. 
Prince  Morrow,  a  New  York  physician,  call¬ 
ed  for  doctors  to  organize  a  campaign 
against  syphilis  and  gonorrhea.  Morrow 
focused  his  attention  on  the  role  of  prosti¬ 
tution  in  spreading  disease;  he  placed  the 

The  Sex  Impulse  and 
Achievement 


The  xx  irartinct  in  a  boy  or  man  makes  s 

him  want  to  act,  dare,  possess,  strive  I 

C 

When  controlled  and  directed,  it  gives  f 


ENERGY,  ENDURANCE, 

FITNESS 

An  example  of  posters  developed  by  the  American 
Social  Hygiene  Ass.  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
venereal  disease.  The  campaign  began  in  1922. 


blame,  however,  not  on  prostitutes,  but  on 
the  actions  of  their  customers.  He  argued 
further  that  syphilis  and  gonorrhea  were 
medical  problems,  not  moral  ones,  and  that 
to  call  down  shame  and  humiliation  on  the 
afflicted  would  only  prevent  them  from 
seeking  treatment.  Education,  to  eliminate 
the  guilt  and  ignorance  that  facilitated  the 
spread  of  disease,  would  be  more  effective, 
and  a  group  of  reformers  founded  the 
American  Social  Hygiene  Association. 

Like  most  reform  organizations  of  the 
Progressive  Era,  the  American  Social 
Hygiene  Association  comprised  a  host  of 
contradictory  ideas  and  motives.  It  included 
among  its  ranks  members  of  the  Women’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  the  YMCA, 
state  boards  of  health  and  education,  and 
professional  associations  of  teachers  and 
social  workers.  The  Association  soon  ex¬ 
tended  its  agenda  to  include  not  only  educa¬ 
tion,  but  also  advocacy  of  blood  tests  as  a 
requirement  for  marriage  licenses  and  man¬ 
datory  reporting  of  infection  to  public 
health  authorities.  From  1908  until  the  start 
of  World  War  I,  its  campaign  took  on  a  re¬ 
actionary  anti-prostitution  agenda  (which 
Morrow  himself  opposed),  sparking  a 
nationwide  panic  and  the  enactment  of 
“white  slavery”  laws,  including  the  Mann 
Act,  to  regulate  “the  traffic  in  women.”  In  the 
nativist  climate  of  the  time,  immigrants, 
particularly  Jews,  were  an  easy  scapegoat, 
and  Congress  included  anti-prostitution 
provisions  in  its  already  increasingly  restric¬ 
tive  immigration  legislation.  A  1910  law 
ordered  the  deportation  of  anyone  “who  is 
employed  ...  in  connection  with  any  ... 
music  or  dance  hall  or  other  place  of  amuse¬ 
ment  or  resort  habitually  frequented  by 
prostitutes  or  where  prostitutes  gather.” 

It  is  perhaps  unfair  to  fault  historians  for 
an  inadequate  assessment  of  events  still  tak¬ 
ing  place,  but  it  is  puzzling  that  D’Emilio 
and  Freedman’s  brief  section  on  “The 
AIDS  Crisis”  fails  to  note  the  obvious 
parallels  to  the  events  of  the  Social  Hygiene 
Movement.  Though  the  danger  of  over- 
simplistic  comparisons  is  always  present,  the 
value  of  history  for  political  activists  (and, 
one  hopes,  historians)  lies  in  the  insight  we 
gain  by  understanding  the  historical  forces 
behind  present  events.  Intimate  Matters 
provides  an  excellent  introduction  to  the 
social  history  of  sexuality  in  America;  it  will 
serve  as  a  useful  reference  for  future 
historians  and  activists  to  make  the  needed 
connections  and  develop  our  grasp  of 
history  as  a  tool  for  radical  social  change.  □ 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

790  BOVLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


BUDDEN  BROOKS 

BACK  BAY  BGDKSMITH 

Boston’s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  536-4433 


CHILTERN 


MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Michael  Oar  10th  Year  Anniversary 
787-0428 _  282-6437 


g&elt 


posters,  graphics,  paintings 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


♦INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


I  have  seen. .  explosively  tunny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kulhawik.  WBZ-TV 

"It'S delightful!"  -John Corcoran.  WNEV-TV 

"Boffo!  You'll  love  it!"  -Dixie  Whatley,  WCVB 


GROUP  RATES 
Call  426-4444 
or  542-1701 


T€RRfcC€  ROOM 
WTH6  BOSTON  PfcRK  PLFsZfx 


357-8384 

DINNER/THEATRE 
AGES 
AVAILABLE 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


-•■-•"Hr-  FENWAY 
in  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


When  Life  Gets  Out 
Of  Control 

you’re  eating  or  drinking  too 
much. .  .can’t  stop  spending 
money. .  .can’t  make  or  keep 
friends. .  .and  you  worry,  feel 
desperate,  but  can’t  change. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


It’s  been  too  many  years  of  stereotypes  and  lies! 


THE  FUND  FOR  HUMAN  DIGNITY  PRESENTS 

THE  FIRST! 

NATIONAL  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
EDUCATION  CONFERENCE 

Initiatives  Toward  A  National  Education  Agenda 
For  Our  Culturally  Diverse  Community 

(A  Conference  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Second  International  and 
Ninth  Annual  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Conference  and  AIDS  Forum) 

JOIN  US  FOR  OVER  30  WORKSHOPS  AND  CAUCUSES  ON  STRATEGIES  TO  EDUCATE: 
The  Media,  Educators  and  Youth,  Legislators,  Religious  Groups,  Unions,  Corporations, 
Social  Service  and  Health  Agencies 
ABOUT  THE  LIVES  OF  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PEOPLE 
And 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community:  How  to  Learn  From  Our  Histories, 
Celebrate  Our  Cultures,  Empower  Our  Communities 

Featuring  over  70  speakers  induding  Simon  Watney,  Cindy  Patton,  James  Credle,  Virginia 
Uribe,  Rev.  Renee  McCoy,  Jeff  Levi,  Urvashi  Vaid,  Eric  Rofes,  Cheryl  Clarke,  and  many  more! 

Slide  shows  and  videos  throughout  the  day! 

An  Education  through  the  Arts  Cultural  Evening! 

8:30-10PM 

Featuring  John  Patterson,  Seattle  actor,  poet  and  playwright,  and  many  more  fabulous  acts!  ($10 
for  the  evening  alone;  free  as  part  of  Conference  registration  fee! 

Sunday,  July  24 

Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel  and  Towers 

$50  Registration;  $30  students/seniors/low-income.  Write:  Lesbian  and  Gay  Education 
Conference,  The  Fund  For  Human  Dignity,  666  Broadway  Suite  410,  New  York,  New  York  10012, 
or  call  (212)  529-1600.  Make  checks  payable  to  The  Fund  For  Human  Dignity! 

DONT  MISS  THE  FIRST  EVER 
NATIONAL  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  EDUCATION  CONFERENCE 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
It  ,  Gay  Community  News,  02  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

GAIL 

I  think  that’s  your  name.  You  are  blonde,  gorgeous, 
drink  beer.  Saw  you  at  “singles”  parties  and  swimming 
at  Randolph  but  am  too  shy  to  talk.  You  seem  shy  too. 
If  you  or  your  friends  see  this  ad,  please  reply.  I  have 
brown  curly  hair  and  love  to  dance.  GCN  Box  322.  (1) 

FEMALE  COUPLE  SEEKS  THE  SAME 
We  are  a  couple  of  four  years.  We  seek  other  couples  to 
establish  sincere  quality  friendships.  We  are  both  profes¬ 
sionals  in  our  early  thirties.  We  enjoy  dining  out,  biking, 
the  theatre,  concerts,  dancing  and  good  conversation. 
We’re  looking  to  meet  couples  with  similar  interests.  We 
are  not  into  drugs  or  heavy  drinking.  Serious  replies  on- 
ly.  GCN  box  323. _ (2) 

L  College  student  needs  financial  assistance.  Please  help 
by  sending  $1.00.  Shelley  P.O.  Box  44-1028,  West 
Somerville,  Mass  02144. _ (2) 

BABY  DAN, 

Dodo  is  dying.  Has  ‘C’.  Asks  for  you  constantly.  Call 
me.  Big  Bro  Dave. _ 0) 

IZABU 

No  matter  where  you  go, 

No  matter  what  you  go  through, 

There  will  always  be  a  home  in  my  heart  for  you.  Happy 
Birthday.  1  love  you.  ’Roo. _ (1) 

Tim  W.,  Your  typesetting  help  was  even  more  invaluable 
this  week.  Many  thanks.  Your  pal,  Chris  W, _ 0) 

I  DON'T  GIVE  A  DAMN 

about  our  bad  reputation,  in  fact  life  would  be 
unbearably  exciting  if  the  rumors  were  true,  huh 
hunny?!?  I  guess  it’s  time  to  start  our  affinity  group: 
Tramps  United.  Reclaim  the  Fens!!!! _ (1) 

SUMMER  ASSISTANCE 

Clean-cut  GM,  youthful  48,  good  mind  and  healthy 
body  (5’8”,  155  pounds)  needs  guy  with  good  body  and 
mind  as  comrade  and  assistant  around  old  private  Ver¬ 
mont  country  house.  Room  and  board  and  weekly  wage 
of  $200.  No  tension.  Ex-prisoner  or  desperate  guy 
0£IS4me.  Write  GCN  Box  320. _ ; _ (49) 

“LONELY” 

A  disabled  30  year  old  man  would  love  to  meet  &  have 
an  affair  with  1  or  2  gay  guys  in  their  20s’/30s’.  Call 
Randy  876-8646  after  5  pm.  Be  discreet. _ (4) 

Mentally  handicapped  WLF  seeks  gay  man  or  lesbian 
for  long  term  caring  relationship.  Write  Joanne  M.  Ill 
Church  St.  #230B  Middletown,  CT  06457.  Please  help 
me.  (1) 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139,  _  (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


TIRED  OF  HOMOPHOBIC  EMPLOYER 

Two  bright  hardworking  and  responsible  lesbians  searching 
for  challenging  yet  rewarding  job,  fulltime  in  restaurant  or 
catering  business.  Lots  of  expeiience.  Please  call  us!  Dot  or 
Jac  686-5263  (2) 

Lavender  Veterans  for  Peace 

lavender  Veterans  for  Peace  is  a  national  organization  for 
gay/lesbian/bisexual  military  veterans  and  supporters,  for  the 
purpose  of  educating,  networking  and  identifying  ourselves; 
to  be  informed  of  issues  that  affect  us;  and  to  join  in  solidarity 
with  people  of  peace  around  the  world.  F.M.I.  or  to  be  placed 
on  the  L.V.P.  mailing  list,  contact:  Lavender  Veterans  for 
Peace,  650  Shrader  St.,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  941 17 _ 0) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  womyn 
partner.  Call  HAWC  744-6841  for  info  and  support. _ (3) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-^9  for  more  info.  (Q 


SERVICES 


HEALING  HANDS 

Deeply  healing/relaxing  therapeutic  nonsexual  massage 
and  energy  treatments.  Good  care  for  body,  mind  and 
spirit.  HIV  +  clients  welcome.  Michael.  623-0434.  (3) 

MAKE  YOUR  OWN  FRENCH  BREAD! 

Authentic  recipe  from  French  bahery  —  simple  ingre¬ 
dients,  hot  crispy /chewy,  delicious  results.  Perfect  every 
time.  For  fast  reply  send  $2  and  SASE  to:  BREAD:  Box 
149,  University  Finance  Station,  Syracuse,  NY 
13210-0149. _ (1) 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


Double  your  closet  space! 

Let  California  Closet  Company 
maximize  your  closet  potential! 
Call  for  free  consultation  and 
estimate  in  your  home. 

Kathleen  Walker  524-2401. 


r - ■ - - - - -i 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  o(  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25® 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $ . 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  2 1-30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ . 

Subscriptions 

□  1  want  to  subscribe!  $  . 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□SI 5  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


_  CLASSIFIEDS 

SERVICES  I  HELP  WANTED 


Charis  Video 

The  Lesbian  Video  Resource. 
Discount  prices.  Free  catalog. 
P.O.  Box  797,  Dept.  GCN, 
Brooklyn,  NY  11231 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


PERSONAL  CARE 

Part-time  personal  care  assistant  needed  for  weekend 
mornings  two  times  per  month.  Jamaica  Plain  area. 
$7, 10/hour,  no  taxes.  Call  232-5956. _ (2) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  in  JP.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license.  Live-in  gets 
free  rent  plus  $225/wk.  Weekends  $160.  5-10pm 
$177/wk.  Call  731-6228, _ £) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

Administrative  Assistant 

Art  college  in  Boston’s 
Back  Bay 

General  office  duties, 
including  typing  &  telephone. 
(6l7j  536-9343 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-474-6950 


ROSIE'S  PLACE 

Women’s  shelter  and  drop-in  center  seeks  3  full-time 
staff:  COORDINATORS  OF  DINNER  AND  OVER¬ 
NIGHT  VOLUNTEERS  &  ADVOCATE.  Call  442-9322 
for  descriptions.  Apply  by  7/20/88.  Women  of  color  en- 
couraged  to  apply!  Start  at  $21,600. _ (2) 


=fl  FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


•Progressive,  dynamic  environment 
•Competative  salaries  and 
excellent  benefits 
•Innovative  HIV  education  and 
treatment  programs 

LABORATORY 

SUPERVISOR 

Full  time  position  in  small,  active, 
limited  license  lab  in  FCHC  clinic. 

ROOKKEEPER 

Full  time  position  for  experienced 
bookkeeper  in  health  center  with 
multi-department,  multi-contract 
budget. 

NURSE  PRACTITIONER 
Minority  Community 

Challenging  full  time  position  for 
NP  interested  in  general  medicine 
and  HIV-related  illnesses,  to  work 
in  innovative  HIV  treatment  pro¬ 
gram  plus  care  for  diverse  client 
population.  Will  be  based  at 
Boston  City  Hospital.  Experience 
preferred,  enthusiasm  required. 

NURSE 

PRACTITIONER 

Challenging  full  time  position  for 
NP  interested  in  general  medicine 
and  HIV-related  illnesses,  to  work 
in  innovative  HIV  treatment  pro¬ 
gram,  plus  care  for  diverse  client 
population.  Will  be  based  at  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center. 
Experience  preferred,  enthusiasm 
required. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 
People  of  color  are  encouraged  to 
apply. 

Resumes  to: 

Personnel 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 


DRUMMER 


needed  for  established  original 
rock  band.  Must  be  experienced 
with  creative  sense  of  dynamics 
and  tension.  Some  influences: 


Siouxie/Budgie,  Patti  Smith,  Wire, 
Joy  Division.  Call  254-0930 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


Watertown  —  1  GM,  1SF  prof’l  seek  1GM  or  SF  30ish 
for  sunny,  pleasant,  quiet  apartment.  No  smoke,  pets. 
Near  “T”.  $240  plus.  Available  early  July.  926-8569.  (1) 

JP  SUNNY  SUBLET 

August-January,  possibly  longer.  Male  30  seeks  room¬ 
mate  for  beautiful  newly  renovated  aprtment  in  friendly 
gay  owned  house.  Garden,  porch,  w/d,  near  subway. 
Bedroom  and  possible  studio.  I’m  responsible  and  in¬ 
dependent,  hope  you  are.  400  plus,  call  David,  983-0926. 
(2J _ 

Sublet  Sept.  1  through  May  1.  3  women  seek  fourth  for 
spacious  friendly  Dorchester  apartment.  Parking,  porch 
with  flowers,  washer/drier,  cat,  no  smoking,  semi-coop. 
$200  plus/month  265-8818. _ (3) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  large,  sunny  2  bedroom  by  Davis 
Square.  Near  T,  washer,  porches,  small  backyard,  wood 
floors,  no  cigarettes.  $342.50  includes  all.  Available 
August  1.  Laurie  666-2558;  641-2424. _ (2) 

Room  avail.  July  15  large  Somerville  apt.  Across  Davis 
T  to  share  w/1  LF  artist/smoker.  No  pets.  $300  plust 
util  and  sec,  dep.  Lisa:  625-2159.  Message:  491-2996.  (2) 

CAMBR1DGEPORT 

3  bdrm  avail  now.  2  dancing  cello  playing  women  look¬ 
ing  for  third.  No  smoking.  $317  plus.  Incredible  owners, 
quiet  location.  576-3103,  Kelly  or  Suzanne _ (2) 

SOMERVILLE  NEAR  TEELE  SQ 
GM  26  seeks  mature  responsible  non-smoker.  GM/LF 
for  2BR  apt  no  pets.  Near  Red  Line  and  busses.  Avail 
8/1  $350  plus  utils.  Ken  776-7894  leave  message.  (2) 

Two  LFs  seeking  two  LFs  25  plus  to  share  beautiful  J.P. 
apt.  Progressive  politics,  food,  w/d.  Avail,  immed.  or 
Aug.  near  Pond,  arboretum,  T.  No  smoking  $192.50 
plus.  Call  524-6209. _ (1) 

SOMERVILLE 

LF  41  and  2  cats  seeks  mature,  resp.  W  to  share  lovely 
spacious  apt.  between  Porter  and  Davis  T.  No  smokers 
no  more  pets.  Rent  $300  plus  util.  Avail  Aug.  1. 
625-4298.  _ (1) 

LF  29  seeks  2  LF  25  plus  to  share  spacious,  sunny  house 
on  quiet  street  near  Davis  T  and  bus  lines.  Friendly,  in¬ 
dependent,  maybe  share  food.  W/D,  sunporch,  patio.  1 
avail,  now.  Summer  sublet  possible.  Sorry,  no  smoke  or 
pets.  $270  plus.  Sue  776-8405. _ (1) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon,  -426-4469, 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR  SALE 


ROOM  FOR  RENT  AUG  I  N.  QUINCY 

L  Fern.  prcf.  cmp.  smoker  upstrs.  Shr.  yd.  bsml.  attic, 
sm  pet  neg.  w/dep.  eve.  ph  no.  472-6156.  $225  plus  1/3 
near  MBTA.  _ 0) 

Looking  For  clean  responsible  mature,  independent 
woman.  28  plus  into  friendly  atmosphere  and  privacy 
for  Victorian  Dorchester  house  with  piano,  cat,  gardens. 
$200  plus.  282-1217, _ 0) 

BETWEEN  BU  &  BC 

Male,  26  seeks  roommate  to  share  2BR  near  Washington 
&  Commonwealth.  4  min  to  T,  12  min  to  YMCA.  No 
tobacco.  $400,  available  8/1.  Call  Robert  at  787-9199. 

<u _ 

SHARE  SOMERVILLE  HOUSE 

LF  33  seeks  LF30plus  to  share  Teele  Sq.  House.  Quiet, 
responsible  non-smoker,  no  pets,  you'll  have  3  rooms 
and  share  liv,  din,  kit,  bath.  $500  plus.  Avail  immediate- 
ly.  Call  before  9pm  628-7487. _ (1) 

Cleveland  Circle  scruffy  basement  apartment  needs 
roommates  starting  June  and  August  1.  Friendly,  in¬ 
dependent,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3  Green 
Lines.  NO  NEATNIKS!  $225  and  216  including  heat. 
Leave  message  for  Naomi  739-6566. _ (1) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


APARTMENT  WANTED 

Gay  professional  couple  seeks  quiet  top-floor  apartment  in  or 
around  Boston.  $600-700/tno  for  9/1 .  Call  628-0372.  (2) 

Responsible,  flexible  LF,  25,  seeks  housing  accessible  to  T 
starting  Sept.  1st  —  $250/mo.  max.  Must  finalize  plans  by  end 
of  July.  Call  J.M.  at  876-0947, _ (2) 

I  NEED  A  NEW  HOME  -  HELP! 

Gay  man  (26)  seeking  home  in  Boston/Cambridge/Somerville 
area.  I  school  and  work  in  Cambridge  and  would  like  to  move 
in  with  others  committed  to  mostly  independent,  friendly, 
cohabitation.  300  including,  tops.  Kenji,  262-7320. _ (1) 

LF  25  and  fun  dog  seek  home  near  T  with  lesbians  for  July 
1st.  Non-smoker,  minimal  alcohol.  Up  to  $300/month.  Call 
Debbie  at  739-1568. _ (48) 

LF  grad  student  32  quiet  responsible  seeking  private  rooms  in 
prof  LF/GM  mixed  house  in  Worcester/area.  Non-smoking 
veg  chem-free  environment.  Need  8/15/88  latest.  Reply  GCN 
Box  319. _  (4) 


SAXONY  HOUSE  SECTIONAL 

From  the  Singapore  Collection.  Steel  reinforced  wicker 
with  pewter  textured  cushions.  Excellent  condition. 
Must  sell,  grad  student.  Retail  $2875,  will  sell  $1499. 
Call  Jan  at  (603)  887-5998  or  (617)  334-3458. _ (2) 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Secluded  Mountain  Setting  in  Vermont.  Lesbian  owned 
and  operated.  Horseback  riding  and  lessons.  Nearby 
waterfall  and  canoeing,  auctions,  fairs.  Cool  nights, 
campfires.  (802)  533-7772  for  brochure. _ (3) 

BLUEBERRY  COVE 

Alternative  coastal  vacation  cabins,  camping,  boats, 
veggy/fish  workshops.  For  brochure  write  Blueberry 
Cove,  HCR35  Box  520,  Tenants  Harbour  ME  04860. 
(207)  372-6353. _ 0) 

DISCOVER  NEW  ENGLAND’S  GAY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool  and  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  Fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Our  100  acre  mountain 
setting  offers  peace,  privacy,  beautiful  views,  spec¬ 
tacular  sunsets  and  lovely  paths  for  walking  hand-in- 
hand.  Great  hiking,  reduced  rate  golf,  tennis,  antiquing 
and  summer  theater  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn ,  PO 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869,-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Inkeepers. _ (16.7) 


K 


RGANIZATIONS 


JP  Arboretum  area,  2  bedrooms,  hardwood  floors,  sunny, 
owner  occupied,  triple  decker,  insulated,  quiet  street,  garden, 
near  MBTA,  no  pets  or  smokers,  $850/mo.,  leave  message 
before  July  15  or  after  Aug  5th.  522-0345  available  August  or 
Sept. _ 0) 

AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY 

Very  Ig,  clean  2BR,  Som.,  w/d,  2  porches,  hdwd.  firs.,  roof 
access,  pet  negot.  347.50  plus.  Am  rad.,  veg.  LF  seeking 
Financially  responsible,  independent  someone,  asap. 
Polit. /class  consciousness  important,  no  yuppie-materialists: 
Call  (persistant ly)  aft,  and  eves.  628-8470, _ (2) 

ASHMONT  HILUDORCHESTER 

1  bdrm,  w/deck.  Close  to  Red  Line.  Owner-occupied.  Avail. 
Aug,  1.  $S00/mo.  Call  951-2012,  wkdays,  436-1 193,  eves.  (3) 
Looking  for  a  home?  Resident  women  owners  have  two 
apartments  available  in  Mattapan.  Two  bedrooms,  lovely 
yard,  on-street  parking,  walk  to  trolley.  Pets  okay.  Rebecca 
298-3989.  $700  heat  included.  (4) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


MORE  FABULOUS  THAN  FABULOUS 

Provincetown,  Beach  Point  —  Large  modern  studio 
w/loft,  kitchenette  fully  furnished,  cable  tv,  sleeps  four. 
Private  patio,  heated  pool  and  parking,  beach  access! 
$400.00/week  or  $3000/season.  For  more  information 
call  John,  1-487-3281  or  Brenda,  576-1960. _ (1) 


JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 

_ (16J) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15.32) 


Cl\  Friday  Night 
^  Stuffing  Party! 

Each  and  every  Friday  night  at 

Gay  Community  News 

62  Berkeley  St.  ( 617)426-4469 


NOW  OPEN 

THE  SPICE  IS  RIGHT. 

Mass  Merchandise  Mart 

810  Lynnway,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Between  Bldg.  19  7/8  &  Bob 

Brest  Buick  -  Lynn  592-0760 

5  DAYS  A  WEEK 
Weds  10-6 
Thurs  &  Fri  10-9 
Sat  &  Sun  10-6 

Bread  Crumb* 

NEW  "Ultra” 

TOWNHOMES 

2  &  3  bedrooms,  2Vi  baths, 
central  air,  2  car  parking 
with  garage, 
eat-in  kitchen, 
400  yard  walk  to  Wollaston  T 
beautifully  landscaped, 
gas  heat. 

$174,900  to  $199,900 

Old  Colony  Village 

Open  House 
Sat. -Sun.,  1-4  p.m. 

165  Old  Colony  Road 
Quincy,  AAA 
Central  Real  Estate 
(617)  328-1312 
(617)  773-8824 
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PUBLICATIONS 


GUARDI  AN:  Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  1 7th  St.  NY,  NY.IOOI  I. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885, _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  Fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  _ (ex) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

j  TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

I  AleMnder  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 

iNew,  FREE,  excellent  Prisoner  Newsletter! 

I  PRISON  LINKS,  wants  to  call  attention  and 
[move  for  action  on  many  prisoner  issues,  in¬ 
cluding  the  death  penalty,  wages  for  prisoners, 
j  overcrowding,  prison  conditions,  and  AIDS. 
Write  them  with  your  ideas  and  complaints  (for 
publication)  at:  Prison  Links,  Progressive 
Prisoners  Movement,  462  'A  Granville  St, 
Newark,  Ohio  43055. 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ snmt _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
>  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
-  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
'  LIC.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


rL 
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BREAKTHROUGH  -  SUMMER  1988 

CONTENTS  —  Lesbian  Mothers:  Rozzie  and  Harriet 
Raise  a  Family;  No  Justice,  No  Peace:  The  Bla.ck 
Liberation  Movement  1968-1988;  Review  of  Todd 
Gitlin’s  “The  Sixties”;  The  U.S.  Economic  Decline; 
Palestine  and  more.  Order  from:  PRAIRIE  FIRE 
ORGANIZING  COMMITTEE,  Box  14422,  Dept.  G, 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14.  $2  or  $6  for  4-issue  subscrip¬ 
tion^ _  (2) 

BISEXUALITY 

A  national  newsletter.  For  info  &  sample,  send  SASE  to 
P.O,  Box  20917,  Long  Beach,  CA  90801-3917.  (4) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 

DC  20013.  _  (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 

(16.-) 


WRITERS!! 

Tower  Press  is  interested  in  writing  BY 
PRISONERS  that  describes  life  behind  bars, 
that  provides  insight  into  the  underlying  forces 
that  change  and  mold  individual  lives.  They 
want  to  know  why  most  prisoners  have  been 
there  before;  how  prisoners  adapt  to  the  reality 
of  spending  years  behind  bars;  what  role 
prisons  and  juvenile  institutions  really  play  in 
the  American  system  of  ‘justice’.  Why  is  it  that 
prisons  do  not  rehabilitate?  Tower  Press  wants 
stories,  poetry,  novels,  articles  and  drawings.  If 
you  want  your  work  returned  to  you,  send  them 
a  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope.  Write  them 
at:  TOWER  PRESS,  410  Penn  St, 
Hollidaysburg,  PA  16648. 

I^VERSmOKIN^O^^lSa^^O; 

My  lover  and  I  have  been  together  from  1982. 
Now  I’m  in  Ariz.  and  he’s  in  Kan.  He’ll  be  com¬ 
ing  up  for  parole  this  Dec.  and  I’m  coming  up 
too  this  year.  We  are  not  looking  for  no  other 
lover.  We  are  looking  for  a  place  to  go  (and 
work).  If  there  is  anyone  that  would  want  to 
help  us,  please  write  me!  Ray  GRIFFIN,  Box 
B -66341,  SMU-CB-8,  Florence  AZ  85232. 


Please  send  me  your  great  newspaper  (as  we  are 
not  allowed  to  share  in  here)  and  place  an  ad 
when  you  have  space:  Wild,  wet  and  wonderful 
gay  female  seeks  penpal.  Christina  STAF¬ 
FORD,  15930-001  Numen,  3301  Leestown  Rd, 
Lexington  KY  405 1 1 , _ 

I’m  a  32  yr  old  female  and  I  would  like  to  be 

placed  on  your  penpal  list.  My  hobbies  include 
reading,  writing,  music  and  art.  I’m  very 
serious  about  corresponding  with  someone. 
Thank  you.  Angela  JONES,  A-150956,. 
Roosevelt  Hall  8S,  Box  147,  Lowell  FL  32663 
Reliable  gay  black  female  seeking  a  reliable  pen¬ 
pal.  Sorry,  but  I  can’t  write  other  prisoners. 
Inez  HOGAN,  703155—20,  PO  Box  8540 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 

I  am  presently  in  an  isolation  cell  and  would 
most  appreciate  a  subscription  to  your  paper 
(which  I  read  someone  else’s  out  in  general 
population)  and  would  also  like  to  place  a  short 
ad  as  I’ve  somehow  lost  contact  with  a  dear 
friend;  Red  Devil  (Anne)  in  Lowell,  MA,  Please 
get  in  touch  with  Devil’s  Daughter  in 
Marysville.  You’re  in  my  heart  no  matter  where 
you  are.  Cyndie  WILLIAMS,  18455,  A.C.  Unit 
Arn  4,  1479  Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040 


I  would  greatly  appreciate  a  penpal.  I  am  in¬ 
terested  in  cooking,  horses,  camping,  all  music, 
and  much  more.  Thank  you  in  advance.  David 
UPCHURCH,  59065,  Unit  29-F,  Parchman  MS 
38738. 


I  am  seeking  penpals.  I  love  to  party,  and  all 
outdoor  activities,  camping, swimming,  fishing, 
etc.  I  love  people  and  I  love  to  be  loved. 
Thanks.  Russ  SMITH,  05419-058,  Box  1000, 
Petersburg  VA  23804. 


I  am  a  gay  person  in  this  prison  and  live  in  a  one 
person  cell  and  it  is  very  lonely.  I  need  friends 
desperately.  I’m  a  warm,  caring  and  sensitive 
person.  Arthur  SAUCIER,  103519,  Camp  J 
Cuda  4-R-12,  Angola  LA  70712. _ 

Hi!  I’m  new  into  gay  life.  I’m  30,  but  look  a  lot 
younger.  I’m  into  the  gay  rights  movement,  safe 
sex,  art,  music,  sports  and  animals.  I’m  lonely 
and  looking  for  a  special  friend.  Would  like 
photo  if  possible.  Tommy  WILLIAMS,  Rt  1 
Box  36,  Jackson  NC  27845. _ 

DAYID  CROUD!  I  still  think  and  care  about 
you  and  am  wondering  how  you  are  doing. 
Please  write:  Kim  Mark,  206094,  Box  316,  Ft 
Madison  IA  52627. 


We  real  cool.  We 
Left  school.  We 
Lurk  late.  We 
Strike  straight.  We 
Sing  sin.  We 
Thin  gin.  We 
Jazz  June.  We 
_  die  soon. 

|  Gwendolyn  Brooks 

ecceejceeepe)*)*) 

This  Texan  is  seeking  a  few  good  friends  (17-70 
plus!)  I‘m  not  desperate  (so  fake  folks,  don’t 
bother)  I  enjoy  reading,  collecting  postcards, 
listening  to  oldies  and  jelly  beans  and  much 
more!  Interested  in  Law  (civil  rights)  with 
hopes/plans  of  paralegal  employment  upon 
release.  Currently  involved  in  civil  rights- 
conspiracy  case.  I  am  allowed  to  make  collect 
Calls  only  and  can  write  uncensored  letters.  So  if 
you’re  interested  in  being  friends,  please  write. 
Thomas  Lee  BUTLER,  363900,  1301  Franklin 
St  (9-A-l),  Houston  TX  77002. 


Looking  for  strong,  masculine,  dominant  man 

to  take  care  of  all  this  built  up,  soon  to  be 
released  PASSION!  I  love  taking  care  of  a  con¬ 
fident  man.  I  like  most  outdoor  sports  but  can 
stay  indoors  with  the  right  man.  Write  me.  John 
BOSTICK,  182-979,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699. 


34  yr  old  gay  male,  Italian/Spanish/a  little  In¬ 

dian.  I  enjoy  art,  drawing,  music,  swimming, 
good  movies,  and  am  looking  for  someone  to 
write.  Jaime  SMITH,  SK-1632,  Box  607,  Car- 
son  City  NV  89701 


I  am  bisexual,  and  one  of  the  Queens  (gay) 

prisoners  here  shares  the  GCN  papers  with  me. 
I  enjoy  reading  them.  I’ve  been  here  six  years 
and  my  fair  weather  friends,  who’ve  taken 
cover  in  this  storm  long  ago,  are  gone.  I’m 
Puerto  Rican,  26,  from  NYC,  and  need  some 
friends  upon  release  (this  fall).  Please  write. 
Nelson  COUVERTIER,  84A  0079,  Drawer  B, 
Stormville  NY  12582. 


After  over  3  yrs  of  being  down,  it’s  really 
refreshing  to  know  that  there  actually  IS  some¬ 
one  out  there  who  understands  some  of  the  pro¬ 
blems  we  (gays  and  lesbians)  face  in  prison 
systems.  About  the  only  advice  I  can  offer  is 
MORE  PUBLICITY!!!  I  would  like  to  get  your 
paper  myself  since  the  only  copy  in  here  goes 
around  a  pretty  good  ways  and  often  I  don’t  get 
to  see  it  at  all.  (‘THE  ARTICLES  GET  READ 
TIL  THE  LETTERS  FALL  OFF  THE 
PAGE!’)  Also  I’m  looking  for  some  friendly 
correspondence.  Into  reading,  writing  and 
friendship.  John  HUGHETT,  Rt  1  Box  36, 
Jackson  NC  27845. 


I‘m  a  gay  man.  Race  don’t  matter.  It’s  the  love  ] 

that  matters.  I  like  camping,  walking,  biking, 
movies,  parks,  ball  games,  cooking  and  clean- 1 
ing.  If  you  want  to  know  me  better  please  write.  1 
Richard  NICHOL,  Box  629-64084,  Florence! 
AZ  85232. 


PRISONER  WRITERS!! 

Send  for  your  FREE  Pen  Prison  Writing  Bulletii 
to  find  out-  publications  that  want  to  receivi 
writing  from  prisoners  (poetry,  fiction,  non 
fiction  or  drama),  writing  contests  for  prisoners, 

to  gCt  writin*  int0  Prir»( 
J  W;,te  n°*  t0:  PEN  American  Center, 
Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10012 
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9  SATURDAY  TO  23  SATURDA 

9  Saturday  □  Catch  Jennifer  Justice  (right)  and  Susan  Wilson’s  hot 
storytelling/slide  show,  “Lavender  Hearts.”  Unitarian-Universalist 
Meeting  House,  Provincetown.  Info:  487-9344. 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by 
the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
with  listings  are  encouraged. 


9  Saturday 


1 1  Monday 


Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and 
stories  of  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS 
crisis  every  Saturday.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater 
music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women’s  Self-Defense  Collec¬ 
tive  offers  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women 
of  all  ages  and  abilities.  Meets  Wednesday  evenings  and 
Saturday  afternoons  in  the  South  End.  Info:  574-9433. 

Boston  □  Noel  Coward’s  “Marvelous  Party.”  Club 
Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  (Thu. -Sun.  until  July  17) 
7:30pm.  $16.  (Fri.  and  Sat.  $16,  Thu.  and  Sun.  $14)  Info: 
536-0966. 

Northampton  □  Shelix  meets  for  discussion  of 

“public  sex."  Shelix  is  the  New  England  S/M  support 
group  for  lesbian  and  bisexual  women.  8pm.  Info: 
(413)584-7616. 

Provincetown  □  Jennifer  Justice  &  Susan  Wilson  in 

“Lavender  Hearts,”  stories  and  photographs  of  lesbian 
romance.  Unitarian-Universalist  Meeting  House,  236 
Commercial  St.  Info:  487-9344  or  487-4121. 

Boston  □  8th  Annual  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
Conference  Banquet.  Followed  by  costume  ball  at 
1 0pm.  Performance  by  the  United  Fruit  Company  and 
talent  show.  Park  Plaza  Hotel.  $30  for  evening,  $10  for 
dance  only.  Info:  266-4378. 

10  Sunday 

Brookline  □  Allston,  Brighton,  Brookline  lesbian 
potluck.  Amory  Park.  5pm.  In  case  of  rain,  meet  at 
Edibles.  Info:  787-1433. 

Boston  □  Downtown  lesbian  neighborhood 
brunch.  New  group  forming  for  lesbians  living  in 
downtown,  Back  Bay,  and  South  End.  Info:  Joan 

266- 5169. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  gay  neighbors  pond- 
side  potluck.  Meet  at  the  O.D.T.  sign  entrance  of 
Jamaica  Pond  with  food  and  non-alcoholic  beverage.  (If 
raining,  meet  at  First  Church  Hall.)  4-7pm.  Info: 
522-3894. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  ongoing  healing 
group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support. 
Meets  every  Sunday.  Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics 
room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 

267- 1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

Watertown  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown 

and  surrounding  area  annual  picnic.  Noon.  Info:  Rich 
926-5371,  Chelle  489-2519. 

Ogunquit,  ME  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  volleyball 
with  Chiltern  men  and  women  and  the  Sportsmen's 
Athletic  Club  of  Lewiston.  Info:  Michael  (617)787-0428. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  broadcasts  Noel 
Coward  musical  revue  “Marvelous  Party.”  WROR 
98.5FM.  1 1:30pm. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  “Trusting  Your  In¬ 
tuition.”  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm. 
Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Economic  Equity  Task  Force  meeting  of 
Boston  NOW.  NOW  office,  971  Commonwealth  Ave. 
7pm.  Info:  782-1056. 


1 2  T uesday 


Boston  □  Reproductive  Rights  Task  Force  meeting 
of  Boston  NOW.  NOW  office,  971  Commonwealth 
Ave.  7pm.  Info:  782-1056. 

Milton  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  Blue  Hill  hike  and 
potluck  supper.  Easy  hike  up  the  ski  slope.  Supper  and 
sunset  at  the  top.  Info:  Michael  787-0428. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  meeting  for 

all  women  who  would  like  to  volunteer  or  become  a  new 
member  of  the  coffeehouse  staff/collective.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6-8pm.  Info:  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  “Community  Race  Relations.”  Showing 
of  a  workshop  given  at  this  year’s  Mayor’s  Conference 
on  Human  Rights.  Boston  Cable,  ch.  A-22.  9pm.  Also 
showing  7/14. 

Boston  □  Violence  in  the  Fens.  Meet  with  Fensgoers, 
gardeners,  Fenway  residents,  police  and  elected  officials 
to  discuss  ways  to  keep  ourselves  safe.  Seventh  Day 
Adventist  Hall,  105  Jersey  St.  7pm.  Info:  267-1538. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbians  Choosing  Children  Net¬ 
work  (with  childcare).  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


15  Friday 


13  Wednesday 


Boston  □  Gay  Community  Networking  Breakfast 

with  Elaine  Noble.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
8am.  Free.  Info:  437-5870. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  meeting  of 
Boston  NOW.  NOW  office,  971  Commonwealth  Ave. 
7pm.  Info:  782-1056. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes.  See  7/9 

listing. 

Boston  □  Incest  Survivors  NetWork  sponsors  a  low- 
key  rally  to  support  House  Bill  2120  Which  would  extend 
the  statute  of  limitations  for  filing  civil  suits  against  child 
sex  offenders.  State  House.  Noon.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Partners  of  incest  survivors  meeting. 
The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8:15pm.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


14  Thursday 


Boston  □  GCN's  production  night.  All  welcome.  Pro¬ 
ofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley 
St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN, 
426-4469. 


Boston  □ 

listing. 


‘Community  Race  Relations.”  See  7/12 


Boston  □  Nora  Theatre  Company  presents  “A -Taste 
of  Honey”  by  Shelagh  Delaney,  a  non-sentimental  play 
about  a  working-class  adolescent  girl.  Lyric  Stage,  54 
Charles  St.  Thu. -Sat.,  through  7/20.  8pm.  $I0-$I3.  Info: 
742-8703. 


Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St., 
near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN, 
426-4469. 

Boston  □  Gloria  Estefan  &  Miami  Sound  Machine 

perform  to  benefit  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Club 
Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  $35.  Info:  536-0972. 

Boston  □  Ongoing  healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all 
those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Meets  every  Friday.  Santa 
Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  presents  Mar¬ 
cia  Perkins  reading  her  “Flowers  in  the  Wastebasket," 
poems  of  introspection,  death,  and  good  humor.  The 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  every  Friday  night  for  HIV  positive, 
PWA’s,  PWARC's,  lovers,  friends,  and  the  worried  well. 
Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  HIV 
status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  755-3773. 

Provincetown  □  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay.  Unitarian 
Universalist  Meeting  House,  236  Commercial  St.  8pm. 
(Also  7/16,  17.)  $  10/advance,  $  12/door.  Info:  487-9344 
or  487-4121. 

16  Saturday 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing.  See  7/9  listing. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes.  See  7/9 

listing. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers  monthly  meeting.  An 
organization  for  older  gay  males.  Visitors  welcome. 
Refreshments,  socializing.  Lindemann  Health  Center,  25 
Vaniford  St.  2-4pm.  $1.  Info:  Box  352,  Reading,  MA 
01867. 

Arlington  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  a  picnic  outing  to 

Spy  Pond.  Bring  your  own  dairy/veggie  lunch. 
Beverages  and  salads  provided.  Wind  surfing  lessons 
available.  1 0am  onward.  Rain  date:  7/17.  Info:  Sue 
232-9115. 

Cambridge  □  Ninth  anniversary  of  the  Nicaraguan 
Revolution  dance  party.  With  Jorge  Arce  and  Grupo 
Humano.  M.l.T.  Walker  Memorial  Building,  142 
Memorial  Dr.  8pm- 1  am.  $10  in  advance,  $12  at  door.  In¬ 
fo:  492-8699. 

Boston  □  Saturday  Coffeehouse  with  music  by  Rique 
Huspidar,  refreshments,  informal  atmosphere.  Arlington 
Street  Church.  8pm-midmght.  $3.50.  Info:  Lori 
547-5209. 


Cambridge  □  Spartacist  League  Forum:  “Jesse 
Jackson,  Racism,  and  the  Democratic  Party.” 

Speaker  Ed  Kartsen,  Spartacist  League  Central  Commit¬ 
tee.  Open  to  the  public.  Sever  Hall  rm.  203,  Harvard  U. 
4pm.  Free.  Info:  492-3928  (eves.). 


17  Sunday 


Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  special 
Shoshona  Rosenfeld.  WROR  98.5FM.  1 1 :30pm. 


guest 


No.  Conway,  NH  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  Saco 
River  canoeing.  Bring  your  own  boat,  canoe  shuttle 
service  available  for  $5  fee.  fnfo:  Paul  or  Alan 
(603)367-8304. 

Somerville  □  Lesbian  potluck.  Bring  food  and  non¬ 
alcoholic  beverage.  6pm.  Call  for  details  and  directions: 
628-7487. 


18  Monday 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  “The  Politically 
Correct  Way  to  Be  Politically  Incorrect."  The  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-l0pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  GBL/GPA  Candidates  Night  II.  Co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Bay  State  Gay/Lesbian  Democratic 
Club.  UMass/Boston,  Park  Square  Campus,  Room  222, 
100  Arlington  Street.  7pm.  ASL  interpreted.  Please  note 
correction. 


1 9  T uesday 


Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  an  evening  with  Tom 
O'Connor  —  7  years  with  ARC,  author  of  “Living  with 
AIDS,  Reaching  Out.”  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus 
Avenue.  7:30pm.  $5  at  door,  no  one  turned  away.  Info: 
536-0966. 


Upcoming 


23  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Susie  Bright’s  "Behind  the  Scenes  at 
On  Our  Backs:  4  Years  of  Lesbian  Sex"  plus  the 
East  Coast  Premiere  of  CLIPS,  the  outrageous  new  les¬ 
bian  erotic  video.  Benefit  for  On  Our  Backs  and  GCN. 
All  women  welcome.  ASL  interpreted.  Hannum  Hall,  7 
Temple  St.  $6.  Info:  426-4469.  7pm. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


STATE-OF-THE-ART 


TECHNOLOGY 


ALL  LIVE 
NO  ACTORS 
NO  RECORDINGS 


SERVICE  IN 
MASSACHUSETTS 
NEW  YORK, 

NEW  JERSEY, 
CONNECTICUT 


A  SERVICE  OF 

NETWORK  COMMUNICATIONS,  INC. 


ONLY  .95  FOR  THE  FIRST  MINUTE,  .50  FOR  EACH  MINUTE  THF:RF:AFTKR  —  YOU  MUST  BF:  18  TO  USF:  THIS  SKRVICK. 


ITS  HERE  —  THE  UNE  WITHOUT  UMITS! 

BOSTON’S  OUTRAGEOUS... 

^ 

#  ft  &  ?*'£ 


MEN  TO  MEN 

JOIN  UP  TO  EIGHT  MEN 
ON  A  STEAMY  PARTY  LINE! 

MAN  TO  MAN 

CONNECT  ONE-ON-ONE 
WITH  “MR.  RIGHT” 

HEAVY-ACTION 

HOOK  UP  WITH  UP  TO 
EIGHT  TOPS,  BOTTOMS,  TRUCKERS, 
CONSTRUCTION  MEN  AND  OTHER 
HEAVY- ACTION  DUDES! 


©SLEAZELINE 

LEATHER  YOUR  SCENE? 

S&M,  B&D,  ETC?  SAY  IT 

THE  WAY  IT  IS  WITH  UP  TO  EIGHT 

OTHER  GUYS 

INTO  YOUR  KIND  OF  ACTION! 


© 


© 


CHAT  LINE 

JUST  FEELING  SOCIAL? 

YOU’RE  SURE  TO  FIND  SOMEONE 
TO  SHOOT-THE-BREEZE  ABOUT 
THEATRE,  MUSIC,  POLITICS 
OR  WHATEVER! 

BILLBOARD  “A” 

LEAVE  YOUR  “PERSONAL”  MES¬ 
SAGE...  TELL  WHAT  YOU’VE  GOT 
ASK  FOR  WHAT  YOU  WANT! 


Gk  BILLBOARD  “B 

listen  to  what  OTHER  I 


LISTEN  TO  WHAT  OTHER  MEN 
HAVE  TO  OFFER...  FIND  WHAT 
YOU’RE  LOOKING  FOR! 


TRY  OUR  FREE 
NUMBER  FIRST... 

212-695-4365 

(TOLL  CHARGES  APPLY) 

A  BUSY  SIGNAL  MEANS 
THERE’S  GUARANTEED 
ACTION  ON  THE  NETWORK, 
SO  THEN  CALL... 


900-999-8500 


